..... > ta1i, and the el s

“Ul at | he Ar the 7 i acy I,rotllers h::\:‘enlf‘u’h \
in hon- ' with their famous bear (1e = . 3
much/ ‘Chaney.,’" OB, O P
r also e :

Col John D. Sutton of Braxton "':.
county, arrived

[mce? Tuesd ey in Pocahonbus on ‘:
d(;e); the Droop Mountain Battlefield State!$
feen
ing-
ber
1ia.

ild

on business connected with '@
¢4

Park. Governor Conley has recently |
reappointed the Battle Field Com- |3
mission, and retains Col, Sutton as its
c,haxrmdn The Governor a,lso ﬂ
named Mr. Sutton a member *?;f g
staff, mth bhe rank of Coloml per
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tB ciréulated in West Vlrgmia | prohibition or any oth
ernor Alfred E. Smith of New |does not need aq of
ag the New York City and “] understand the

;mecratic organlzatwns were | made in some guarier
Bl e ae. “¥T?  TMiawvia in 1924 m'af_ic Omﬁm i
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~fact, without fm
tlon or inaction on
mor Smith or the
Msations, The outs

the great perso
_Qovernor  Hm
the City and State
Ca based on oo
“admirvation for
at of the people, 2
State for him fow
a doudbt {t will carry
\ again next Novem:

e

o oampalgn, T enjoy:
pport and asslatance,
psure that 1 had the
peanisation fn the 1w
w, to which the torm
C {a usually applied,
b of the organiaation
woughs of New York
hout the Stato
poot  of this wmay be
ot that while the total
soth pavties in the five
ping the City of Great
noreasod from 1920 to
26,000 votes (spoaking
era) 1 received in the
ork 144,000 more votes
oast for the Natlonal
* while Prestdent ool
160,000 lesa than had
Preatdent Havding, In
fow York as a whola 1
0 votea more than were
fational Tieket tn 1990,
it Coolidge received

Aany enrolled Demoorats
ir 1o vote the National
M wWas true not only In

Republ
ought to v
Republioan

gount of the battle
taln and your very Inter
l;;luhltul desorliptio

y

LORN 1ORUREE OF  BE R .
ote for Al Hmith, he
d1d not asy he would not,

DROOP NOUNTAIN BATLE

Salom, Virginis.
September 10, 1028,

Doar Sir:

you for your &e-
of Droop Moun-
esting and
n of tha country.
pleasure in reading your valuable
about by the faot
being »
Infant

1 write to thank

artlole is brought
thiat 1 was & partioipant,
wember of the 2320d. Virglols
ay from Kanawhs county.
There ware thiree Infantry COmPa-
nles from Kanawha county: The
Rorder riflamen under Captain A. R.
Harbee and the Kanawhs Riflemen
ander Captaln George S. Patton. Al
the organization of the 220d  ab
White sulphur Springs In 1861 these
two companies were absorbed in thae
reglment and Patton was made colo-
nel. Captain Barbee was made Lt
Qolonel. Oaptain S. A Mliller, »
prominent lawyer from Charleston
was made Quarter Master. He held
this position until 1862 when he was
aleoted from the Kanawha Distriot
to the Oonfederate Congress. Upon
his resignation 1 was commissioned
in his place and held that rank until
the olose of tha war.

Daring the battle 1 was with Gen-
oral Bohols on an eminence on the
right of the road overlooking the
battlefleld  Your ascoount of the
batile was quite true as 1 understand
it from reports and my own observa-
tlon,

This letter may mean liktle to you
but 1t was prompted by the very

katn e hicd A% vt b e d

—

friendly spiriy that prevaded your

e Ba b



A;‘-rahgements Complete |
July Celebration At Droop Mountain

vy UuTy WL Ieet 'l'mmdny,l
June 26th

e ————

d For Foustith

Committees appointed to make ar.
rangements for the Fourth .u[' :lll]y
Celebration at Droop Mountain State
.l’Ill‘k have completed their work, :I'Illl
have everything in tip.top shape for
one of the biggest celebrations ever
held in the county.

The athletic committee, composed
of Kerth Nottingham, S, Reid Moore,
Austin Sharp and Clifford Hill, have
arranged for athletic games for both
morning and afternoon.

Music for the day will be furnish.
od by thy Durbin Band,
clubs from VIrious parts
Ly

and singing
of the coun.

are_expected to be there in full
force,

Droop Mountain Battlefield Park
was dediented last year when more

|arrangements for one of the biggest
and best celebrations eyver staged in
this section.

General Committee—George Ed.
gar, R. S. Hickman and

Laughlin, and Hevener Dilley.

Sharp, Chairman,

Police ('I()ltlmittee-:—Amel'ican Le.-
rion, State Police.

MecLaughlin, R. S. Hickman, George
P. Edgar, Hevener Dilley.

Grounds Committee—J, K. Mar-
shall, Chairman, H. W. Beard, D, M.
Callison, George tdgar, Pete Hol-

landsworth, W. P.

than 10,000 people

- 1]
trom Pocahontas |

and nearby tounties gathered for a|
Fourth of July Celebration. Sinee |
that time feow "nprovements have !
been mude in Lthe Erounds, It s
hoped that the celebration this \'l'ill'l
will arouse renewed interest .'\“”.ll_:il""l!
Lo push the

park to comple
The I'n!luwnu:

to Carry out the

tion, f
committees selected |
Program have be
on the program for m

months, and haye comple

on
ore
ted

| L
o

Hendrick.
Battlefield
Price, Chairman.
( 'unl'(‘.‘-i.\iinllh‘-
L:uu;hlin. R.
Kdgar,

S. Hickman, George P.
er Dilley,

Publicity Committee—C, W, Price,
Chairman, W. G. ]

Fast.

Heven

Basket Dinne
lmd}'.

Athleties

r Cnmmiltec-—Every-

Committoe—-Cl

J. A Me-._

Reception Committee—Judze S. H. o '

Kershner, E. P. |1
Committee—J, A, Me. |2

Aincaster, Vernon uw

ARt LT L0 LN ) | UM
yonrs, r

Neow Chancery Suity |
Btate of W, Va,, v, §

land, Sallie Hurg

law, i
Btate of W. vy o

poles of land ung ¢

- .ls &, |
i e

Speakers, Music, Program-—J. A.|

Committee — Andrew Mis

(Continued on nem.

PO, .

ifford Hill, ! n |
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WILDERNESS BECOMES PARK < /— - "7 O

) 6/f Roys do Creat Work in a Year's Time

One year ago Droop lMountain Battlefield was a wilderness.
There were a few monuments and graves, fhat for many years had
veen neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that
t01d travelers that an important Civil War battle had been fought
hexre, :

On July 29, 1835 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and °
within a few weeks <there was a great change. This change is

still going on. Somé of the work has been completed but a great

- 2
~on
geal

more 1s yetl to be done. VWhen travelers now go along Route
7219, and get near the Battle Field, they first notice the beau-
iful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down

_— The road, the log portals are seen. We think they are the most

to a CCC camp in the state. Good roads lead through

-

‘hese portals and into<first, the picnic area, This area has |

fBm

veen cleared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been

1 afe

“icnic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been

cted

-ed throughout the park area. All of these conveniences

JBer -

* built out of material of a rustic nature.
‘ne year ago Driery ¥Knob was just a beauntiful mountain to
“i mn expanse of wilderness cutting off all probability of
“oday a road will take the traveler within a short
“ENCe of the fire tovwer md to all of the glory and beauty
‘ure has so bountifully bestowed upon our state, especially
Ssction, Prom the tower on Briery knod, one can see all

Tounding countyy and even some distance into the state
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: / Roys do CGreat Work in a Year's Time

One year ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness.
There were & few monuments and graves, ‘that for many years had
veen neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that
£01d travelers that an important Civil War battle had been fought
here. '

On July 29, 1935 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and °
within a few weeks <there was a great change. This change is
still going on. Somé of the work has been completed but a great

ieal more is yet to be done. When travelers now go along Route
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- ! 4
7219
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and get near the Battle Field, they first notice the beau-
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og fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down

e the w-oad, the 106 por'ta-j_s are seen, We thi.nk they are -bhe niC;S‘t
heaudd, ; e

o '-'-er.tr:r:ﬁes to a CCC f:amn in the state. Good roads lead through
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se portals and into=first, the picnic area. This area has |

-'rr- ,n | ooy

~eared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been
ieft. Picnic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been
cted throughout the park area. All of these conveniences

| &=
W

111t out of material of a rustic nature.
‘e year ago Driery ¥nob was just a beautiful mountain to
(panse of wilderness cutting off all probability of
“oday a rond will take the traveler within a short
0 the fire tower mmd to all of the glory and deauty
“¢ ha® so bountifully bestowed upon our state, especially

Section, From the tower on Briery knod, one can see all

FHfrvunding country and even some distance into the state




oot paths have been constructed in the rark leading
aveler to the different spots of interest in the park,
of the graves have been carefully outlined with rocks, the
astworks have been restored and paths lead to all of the
ts, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees
'n plented by the enrollees, principally Spruce, hemlock,
‘ne and walnut. In time these trees will 2dd much to +the
beauty of the park.
Within a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will
n o the publigc., This is the lookout house on the point
T camp, overlooking the Greenbfier Valley. VWhen completed,
Log observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic
this vicinity,
system of roads of the park are very well constructed
can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering
and going out the other, All of the work in the . park
ne by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt.
the following forestors: 3Bruce Conrad, L. A. Remage
on, Charles Hanrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe White, Earry
. Wilfong and M. L. Lilly.
Price and the entire park are always open to vis-
on weekends or holidays, enrollees will be glad to
the points of interest, both historical and scenioc.

e not yet visited the park, come and see it.
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to the different spots of interest in the parik,
of the graves have been carefully outlined with rocks, the
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ts, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees
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nin a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will
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t0 the public, This is the lookout house on the point
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amp, overlooking the Greenbfier Valley. Vhen completed,
observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic
this vicinity,
system of roads of the park are very well constructed
can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering
and going out the other., All of the work in the.park
one by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt.
the following forestors: 3Bruce Conrad, L. A. Remage
on, Charles Hanrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe White, Earry
. WMlfong and M. L. Lilly.
rice and the entire park are always open to vis-
on weekends or holidays, enrollees will be glad to
'he points of interest, both historical and scenic.

ot yet visited the park, come and see it.
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bYMS! Josiah. S ,-._1'.-;_.; ————————— (0. \

b 4
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SHINABERRY, :I-_s_,a_.a,-\

SH:RP, Morris -- s
SCALES, Miohael —-—--— - m,}.,,
SIITH, Isaac B. -esr-asmi = 4%{&. n
Taylor, Jacob —==--- e r_ _(%13‘:, ]
TAYLOR, Wm. ----—-.--'-..?._..'_-...;_“_ﬁ‘_.' 'c'a.r. 19th. "
TRaCY, Geos We. -.-:.-.,-:-—--'—e_‘-a-e_'-'.é:—ft;-' ICoe G 318t ™
'RACY, J8S. ae —m-—=m===-=-== C0. G. 3lst., "
TRACY, Wm. =—===—= -- Co. F, 19th, "
THOMAS, Jno. W, ——==-====== - Co. G. 3lst. "
mﬁs, French —====2=-====== Go.‘D‘."‘Mjl_l. n
TAYLOR, Jaa.---;-;%-e--a-— Co. A. 62nd, "
VAR!;;R, Jno. P. ;:;:-;---.—gea; Co. G. 31st, "
VARNER, John ==—-===—===="""< Co. 19th.,
VARNER, David 4. Co. Ee 85th, "
VANREENAN, John ==—===——7=="% Co. F. 19th., "
NOODDELL, F. Clark =----—=--== -0« F. 1lth. *
WOODDELL, Adam A. emee——==—== CO., A. 62nd, "
WOODDELL, Wm. Warwiok ======< Co. G 31lst., "
WOODDELL, Andrew Je ======="" Co. G. 3lst. "
A00DDELL, Aaron enemmmmmmm=== CO, G. 31lst, "
WARWICK, Peter H. ----------. Coe. G. 3l8t,
WARWICK, John Re .......-.-—----- '.0_0. G. 3lst. "
“ARTICK, Jas. We ...’.'.‘;.-:m--luo.. G. 11th, »

-




WOODDELI., JQOOb -............._

WALTON, Frank ---- = | . n B0 g
WILMOTHy Wm. L. ------- i j":f}é-. I. 2‘5;1"1‘.' e s e

WAUGH, Levi —-- R 0. Ty B5th.ir M ey
wommmem,' Hobt ey L Cp. G, 31ste " " :

WILFONG, John -=--------=——= Co. G. 3lst, " g

WILFONG, John M. .-- = Co. G. Blst, " "

WILFONG, Elisha —-=-===-- Co. G. 3lst, " T

WILFONG, Emanuel ----------- Co. G. 3lst. " "

WILFONG, Samuel -- ------:--- GO Galolote o Tiiy iy 0 i SR =
x‘ffmnc, Wm.,-.Ci_-___;:_"---.------ Co. G. 3lst, ""““-““"?"T“"'“;'“*‘ 5
‘II‘;E?ONG, Henry .""J‘Iﬁ --------- Co. G. glat. " Tn .*‘-"-'é’-.-‘;:?_ ‘3 Remnemnt
WILFONG, Daniel ~=-==--=-=e= Co. G, 31lst, n " |
WILFONG, Jonas ===----—--—-= Co. G. 3lst, "

7ILPONG, David ---=-=-=--=---= Co. F. 19th, "

ZILPONG, John ======m=m==n- - Co. F. 19th, = " ,
Yenger, Wm, A, ========-==== Co. G. 3lst, " " J :
YEZAGER, Henry Ay ======---== CO0. G, 31ls8t, n " . t:. 1
YOUNG, 080, =======sm=mme=== 00, G. 1lth, . A “_:‘
OODDELL, Preston =-=-====== 00: F. 10th, = d o
“his iiet wos mede up by Mr. T. S. MoNeel anq checked

¥ith & list from the Foomhontas Chapter or the Dsugnters

of the Lonfedersoy. Ve,

= _\-- !
i

."U m’ : é."ﬂ_ . L. ’ ’



Irom | majority of which shall Tulie. i
0 J.1 o The Court Martial shall consist s

" 8T of the commissioned and non-commis-

l":: ' sioned officers of the company.

yany |
. E.| Looking around in the court house

iter- | for something to print. I came upon
old. | some old papers in the band writing
ohn{ of General William Skeen, which
nen ' gave the roster of ‘‘The Pocahontas
II's.} Rescues.”” an- infantry - company or-
all | ganized when war threatened between
the states, back in 1860. I print it
at | herewith. Also the constitution and
w. | by-laws, | §
cob| The company was mustered in on|
al | Saturday, May I8, 1861, and marched
»hn ! on [i.}at day to defend the sacred soil -
the of Virginia from invasion by Federal

ad. forces in the northwest
They met the invaders at Philippi,f

Barbour County, and h
' d in |
be repelling them, q 0o luck 0

tas

of
LLe




y 13, eleven vl
tas County took

they were
e They

On Manday, Januar
unteers frox I‘.Whr:‘b
as for Clarksburg WE !
:;-Ju:lrd into Lthe army sarvice

were! i
s'p.\' ¢ Bert H.
:.‘;g vT Jacod

Waugh
Woodrow Shina-

berry.

&1 V.11
641V 12
130V 13

V-4

Vi1
T1E.V-18
421-V-18

Wayne Gelger |
Jacob Gene Loury
Ralph Leon Long
Wm. Raymond Bowers
Howard Jumes Kelley
Roy J Houchio
Joseph l_.eomird' i!oses. Jr
=V 2 rehh Waysbrigh
ti: : ‘-.‘f’. f\\‘urwan Wilson Philllps,

Oa Thu:sday. January 16, another |
soldler will go out to Clarksburg un-
der the selective service, 1o the per-
son of 345.V.9 1hurl William Gary.

Io sbaut five Lours the young vol.
unteers were in Clarksburg at the in
duction statlon. They will be sent
from there to army posts to be thor-
coghly and properly trained for our
snd thelr own protection should war
be foreed upon us.  Naturally 1 was
interested in the golrg out of 3 com-
plunteers elghty years ago
this County. This company.
Focahontas Rescuoers, took about
tek lo march eighty mlles,. to
iearg war lo the raw. So—

f

bl L

oy

e
-

-

rell of the ‘'Pocahontas
sers’’ mostered Into servica on
1881. .

tals, Stofer, D. A. 1 prgloves,

Lisutenant, C. J, I Skeen, b
U, Sergeant, Slarker, D, W. C.

¥osictann, Roby, Walter K, b
Ecvice W = H
Frivaim, Avery, James
Adarman, Andrew C
Angss. Timole
o, Baverly, b
[ — eorge
! F. Fraderick
= "= B, b
3 T
.
. n el (4]

Morfarty, Patrick, pr shoes, b
McLaughling James H, b
MeLaughlin, Bugh

Moore, Michael, b

.~ Moore, Levl

Mitehell, Syivester, b

. Plles, Wm. L 3

Plles, John _ -

Peuce, John H .
~ Swadley, James .

Smith, Lewls, b * !

Siyey, Cain H, 1 shirt £1.25

Slavens, Wm W

Seebert, Lanty L

Shannon. James, b

Sharp, Martin B

Varoer, Danlel A, b

Whollihan, Michael

Wholllhan, Patrick

Waugh, Levl, b

Weaver, Charles W. 1 pr gloves, 25
cents, b . ; o

Weaver, Robert L, b

"b" signifies thst they have re-
celved blankets.

The Pocahontas Rescuers marched
from Huntersville about 10 a. m. on
May 18, 1861. A large crowd of la-
dies snd gentlemen were present and
st Lthe mon:ent of marching hardly an
eye thal was not wet with tears,

first Saturday In the menth of Aptl_lJ_
May, Juoe, August, September snd
October and the July muster shall be
held on the 4th day of the month,
save when the 4th happens to fall on
Sunday, when It shall be held on the

| 5th. ’

L
Article 3—A)l fines assessed agslnst

|ecommlssioned officers for fallure to

attend muster shall be 8500; oon-

| commissloned officers §2 50; privates.
181 25,

Artlcle 4—All fines assessed shall
be for the bepefit of the company, to
be disbursed whenever Lhe amount of |
820 or more shall be found in the
hands of the treasurer upappropriat-
ed, by a vote of the Company. The
majority rullog, If It Is coosidered
practiable. : -

Artizle 5—This Constitution may
be altered or amended at any time by
vote of two thirds concurring at a
regular meeting, when a majority Is
present. : : Y

Artlcle 6—There shall be a presl-
dent, secretary and treasurer chosen
by the company, who shall hold thelr
office for one year, whose dutles shall
ba those usually performed by such

Many gentlemen and ladles accompa-
nied vs to the Bridge. Then the
Rev. Mr. Flaberty addressed the
crowd and all meekly bowed the knee
in the public road while be fervently
addressed a prayer In behalf of those
warching and of the parents and
friends left bebind,  Halied at night
in front of William Gibson’s and the
company were entertained by Mr and
Mrs Gibson, Jobn and Jobn B Han
nah and I. M, Hogscut.

Sunday 18th— After tlie company
attended church at [. M. Hogsett’s

officers. -

Article - A majority of the Com
pany may at any regular meeting
elect honorary members, who shall be
come honorary members of thils Com-
pany therevpon, by paying to the
Trahasurer. the sum of three dollars
each. _

L BY-LAWS it
1. The board for the trial of offen-

ses and non-attendance of members at

_musters and all other dellnquencles

and hes:rd a patriotic ‘sermon from
Rev. Klagherty, they marched to J.
Varner's. Just as the cCompany ar-
rived the Cavalry under Captaln Mc !
Neel came In sight They were re
ceived with all bonor. The company |
then beard a serwon from Rev J. E.|
Moore and were dismissed and enter
taloed by Jno Varoer, Josiah Herold,
Colonel Gatewood at Big Spring. John
Bath Cavalry and Company. Then
Across the Mountain o Marshall's.
Balo during the evenlog and all
niget

Monday 20th—March resumed at
61%a. m Halted an hour atJ, W,
Marshiall's wnd marched to Jaocob
Conrad’s; 16 staying overnlght at
Johin Conrad's, a fow golong with John
Melaughiing & to Boyders and the
teal quartered wpon Jacobh Conrad,
Halvued st Intervals al day,

Comstitution Of The Company

Arthole ) Thin sompany shall be
knswn by the nawe of Pooationtas
Hesw vinre

Articts 3The reguiar mustars of

b 2ald company shall be held on Lhe

| Harbour County, and had

shall be tried by s Conrt Martial, a
majority of which shall rule.

2. The Court Martial shall consist
of the commissioned and non-commis-
sloned ofticers of the com pany,

—

Looking around in the court house
fur something to print. I came upon
some old papers In the hand writiog
of General Willlam Skeen, which
gave the roster of ‘‘The Pocahontas
Rescues.'' an Infantry company or-
ranized when war threatened between

the states, back in 1860, 1 print it
herewlth, Also the con ititution and
by-laws. r

The company was wustered In on
Saturday, May 13, 1861, and marched
on that day to defend the sacred soil
of Virginla from Invaslon by Feders)
forces In the northwest.

They met the Invaders at FPhilippl, :
no luek io!
repelling them, |

e
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Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission

he Droop Mountain Battleficld Commission respeetfully sub-
mits the following report: That on the 25th day of January, 1927,
ITouse Joint Resolution No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows:

“Providing for the appointment of a commission for the battle-
field on Droop Mountain,”’

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia:

r Wnerras, One of the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred
A N R e Besabog g 1000 w0 bk les ln o whilel Wt
Vvt sadsbier o bbbt Phdens il Iiuuh-rlmntt-. T

4 Woivaiai, "Uhise Vb vuighnge oo s Visornr 1 ihap dehais) fomtiy ol Vs miimpn

of that buttle, yet there ure sull living old soldiers and eitizens who can
mark out the various positions of the different regiments, battalions and
companiis that were engaged in the battle; and, ;

WHereas, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County,
and the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of

A e five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be

= to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure

all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens vet living in

the community, that everything authentic may be preserved for future

generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon

which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part

of such land, of not less than fifty acres, at a price that seems reasonable
to the committee.

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses
incurred in earrying out this resolution.

Pursuant to the Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance

therewith, your Excellency on the 21st day of April, 1927, ap-
15 pointed a commission as follows:

From the-House of ‘Delegates :
John D. Sutton of Sutton, West Virginia,
N. F. Keultlall of Grafton, West Virginia,
; . M. M. Iarrison of Confidence, West Virginia. =
o _ From the Senate: S R
~ P - A. L. Helmick of Thomas, West Virginia.
| Robert ¥, Kidd of Glenville, West Virginia.
oy - - That your Commission met on the 28th day of April, 19
A City of Charleston, and organized by the eleetion of John
' as chairman and N. F. Kendall as Secretary,

e



f Bisirman o

aaadnt i the b.f.,n.-_..'u-ll

ol impartant points iIn

r " a attlen wagel on West

Wa | Commission then ad

P . f the Chairman on the

Mar i ainedl on the 19th visitedd

Mountain, secompanied by

an sterested eltigens from MArlin-

{ whoss were thoroughly Jll‘||l|lllll|-'l|

ranbed much valuahle information to the

ap ek 19N the Unmmpsspon me! in sesston at tlll' l"l"\'i-

Niwwpre Mes. Rebercn B MeCarty, which is located on the farm

where the o 2 sirmetive battle was fought. All of the
SV e the | s vioon Were ;!.’l‘.\l‘!t!

wa isspected the battlefield and made a fairly

pompiete smreey of the same. [t comprises more than two thonsand

Vour Comsmission further reports that they stood on the summit

o Dheep Moustain on a ealm, quiet summer day, when the whole
srmesdiar couniry seemed at peace and there was nothing to

Wlionte that saxty-four years prior to that time those who wore the

Mlue and those elad in the gray were engaged on that hill in one

Fasster straggie for the mastery of West Virginia, then in Il“

wlaney. Fack army fonght for what it believed to be right and

Bearly i of the men who were actors in that bloody drama were

West Vieginiase. But the North and South ended their bitter
sruggie, the Republie was preserved. and the animosity engenderbd

by thet conflict has passed away and universal peace reigns

. throughout the Republic.

The soene spread out before us was one of indeseribable beauty

lnd. enchantment, Towering mountains, the smiling and fertile

% :l:'l;l: f::m and hhwric' (}ree'nhripr I{'ivcr, flowing gently
e ™ fmb:: Nowhere in nll.nf onr travels
o -MM Ly or snch a loeation for a great
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tervs! was left to the Chairman.

sther reports that the Chairman caused to

o suid battlefickl, showing the location of the

hatthe Do | o o of the different units engaged therein, as

avll o mnewd ofber valuable mformaton, which i!hl! is filed here-
with smd mede part of this repart

The Usmmassion then adjourned to meet again at the call of the
(Basrmen. A eall was made by him for a meeting to be held at
Wetenn, West Verginia, on the 28th day of December, 1927, at
whakh mevtimg all the members were present, except Delegate
Hermea, Al ths meeting the scope of the report of the Commis-
s was decided upon and the preparation of the report was dele-
peted 1o Semator Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary.
1 was the expressed intention to make the report very complete,
sl That 5t sheuld contain the photographs of your Excellency and
of the Vemumssson, and further contain the cuts and a brief
Wegraphic sketeh of the leading officers engaged in that hotly
swmtestod Sattle, as well as photographic views of the field and of
the Latle Levels Valley. That it also eontain a picture of the old
bowpital now standing, snd further a recommendation for a lnke
and fying field, and that it also contain letters and interviews
wbisied from soldiers engaged in the battle and other interesting
incadents cotinected therewith,

Your Cemmission further reports that all of the matters set
forth are Siled berewith or printed in this report and asked to be
wade part thereof,

The Commision reports that Droop Mountain is a high eleva-
on, nearly 3000 feet sbove sea level, and contains several high
'“,h: “‘," Yand is rolling, and iy a limestone s0il and the tract
m’“ I: l:;;:‘“ otie-half cleared. The woodland contains some

The socuery from this
ward is what is known
and a magnificent yiew

Mum.aln 1% beautiful ; stretching north-
s the Little Levels of Pocahontas County,
of the Alleghany Mountains and the Green-

»
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brier River s it cuts its way through the
of the Alleghenies,

Prior to this battle there were no considerable Confederate
forces anywhoere in West Virginin except in the Greenbrier Valley,
which was held by the Confederstes from its head to its foot, &
distance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the purpose of dislodging
these Confederate. forces, General Averell was directed 10 mareh
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lewisburg and that it was while
on this march he met the enemy at Droop Mountain, The battle
was there fought on the Gth day of November, 1863, between the
forces commanded by General Averell, and the Confederate forees
by General John Echols and Colonel William L, Jackson.

Your Commission further reports that this was the only battle
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia soldiers,
and fought on West Virginia soil.

Droop Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, seven
from Millpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Hillshoro, and
it is also ten miles from Renie station, sixteen miles from Frankfort
and twenty-four miles from Lewisburg., Your Commission further
reports that Hills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains,
west of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain,
near the middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern vilge

where it is called Locust Creek. It flows about two miles to the
Greenbrier River,

myriad hills and spurs
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Reports Made by Participants
Your Commission sets out herein a pirtial report made of suid
battle by the leading officers who participated therein -

General Averell’s Report:

On the first day of November, I left Beverly with my eommand
consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. A. Moor: 10th
West Virginia Infantry, Col. T, M, Harris; 2nd West Vieginia
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 3rd West Virginia
Mounted Infantry, Licut. Col, F'. W. Thompson ; 8th West Virginia
Mounted Infantry, Col. J. H. Oley; ‘14th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Col. J. N. Schoonmaker; Gibson’s Battalion and Batteries It & G,
Iirst West Virginia Light Artillery, Capt. J. V. Keeper and C, T,
Ewing,

On the morning of the 6th we approached the encmy's position.
The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to the right to
ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy 's left and
rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong, was conducted skil-
fully by Col. Moor,

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line obliguely
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left. Col. Moor
says when he arrvived in front of the enmy’s position, at 1:45 . M.
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double
quick, who arrived in the nick of time. *‘See first formation map."’

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report

Lieut.' Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry,
says that at about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, I was
ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and was
ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. At this

AL thﬁ found the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylyinia Cavalry in line
- ‘'of battle, with Jackson’s force. The 2nd, 3rd and 8th West inia
Infantry, at once immediately in front of the breastw

I went into action with two hundred men
there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two
whom has sinee died, seven severely and five

Report of Colonel
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o the 20 Rattalion, Later, Colone! Patton was ordered
thewr companios of the 22 Virginia Infantry under
Jedn K. Thompson,  Colone! George S, Patton commandedd
Beiende. The 22ud Virginia went into action with !if"'
§ and Sfty strong, losing one hundred and thirteen in
L wounded and missing, The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three
S hamdeed and Sfty strong, lost sixty-one in killed, wounded and
masing

Thooe companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, one
basdred and twenty-five strong, lost nine Killed, thirty wounded,
pevlee maong.  Battle ended at 4 r. M.

Report of Maj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion

“When the fighting became very severe I was ordered to march
with six companies to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with
ene hundred and twenty-five dismonnted cavalry, was being forced
back on the left.

““We were then forced back to a fence at the Bloody Angle. We
were then reinforeed by three companies of the 22nd Virginia
Infaniry, and one dismounted company of the 14th Virginia
Canalry. £

Report of Col. Thompson

Uelanel Thompson, 19th Virginia Cavalry, says that he sent
ove handred cavalry under command of Captain Marshall, the
command consisting of the 19th and 201k Virginia Cavalry just
then, Major Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, consisting of

theee bundred men, he having deployed his men on the right of the .

line formed by Captain Marshall,

Lo Report of Col. W, Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry

Says Iha’l l'lﬁl.ll 2 p. M. we were attacked by the 2nd, 3rd and
Bth West Virginia Mounted Infantry, ' |

?
l Tt Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson
| {.&_ £3 i “("gcl Ferguson, 16th Virginia Cavalry, says that he reported

i : U35 on the 5th of N
s mareh, atl arrived uy the cm; sovember, who was then on the

X ,'.. 31 "*“"M'Holnilin. At 6 A . on the morning of the 6th, One
h Was ordered to take position on the

of Colonel Jackson at the eastern

————— ——— -
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old yroad of Locust Creek. The efficient men of six cCompunies
were dismounted, four companies pluced on extreme left under
ccommand of Lientenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in
center.  John D, Baxter, orderly sergennt of Company ¥, 1k
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to eross the rail fenee at

the 'bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside the enemy s
lines,

Letters Bearing Upon the Battle

Brownsville, Fayette Connty,

W Pennsylvania,

November 16, 1927,
Dear Sik:

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmaker of Pittsburgh,
in the National Tribune for the week of November 11, In reply |
would inform you that he is dead. Ile died October 11th, eighty-six
years of age. He died from the effects of an operation for appendi-
citis. T was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E,

Georee W. ArisoN.

Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927,

Dear Sik AND COMRADE : ‘

I do not feel that I have health or the strength to meet you at
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as 1 would love to.
I hope you will be able to properly locate the field, 1f you eould
find some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native citie
zens who were acquainted might be helpful, As I remember the
enemy were stationed in line of battle and we advaneed on them.
They soon left the patch, as 1 remember, during the hottest part of

“7 Tthe fight. T was near the head of the Company where we joined
Company A. Sergeant of Company A—TI cun't think of
now—was killed near my side. Wheeler, Milt Roll '
were wounded near about the same time. When the
company and regiment that were able followed
‘o Lewisburg. 1 confess that [ was more o
going on than in noting the lay of t i
rambling. Hope you suceeed,

v

eI
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CAPL ELIAS POWELL
COMBANY »

Coffeeville, Kansas, Mareh 5, 1097

Dear Sk axp CoMpape:

Your letter just to hand having been forwnrded to me from
Chapel. My recollection of the Droop Mountain Battle ix indefinite.
I think both regiments marched up the same road until near the
summit, the 28th in the lead, near the top filed to the left until both
regiments were the same distanee on the mountain, when we faeed
and marched toward the enemy and soon found them. Onge forma.
tion was Companies A, P, D, and C, after which 1 am not sure, only
Company B was the extreme left. 1 db not remember any troops

on our right. | am only guessing from my recollestion, the ENEnge.
ment began not later than 10 A s, and ended by noon, or hefore,
[ do not remember that there was a skirmish ling, | always thought
our company struck the most formidable point in the enemy s line.
I would love to go over the field but do not now feel that 1 will he
able. Anything | can do will be chearfully done, With best wishes,
Heney Dexp,
Nore: Captain Bender was mistaken as to the time that the
battle ended,

Progress, W. Va., April 20, 1927,
Dear M, SurroN :

Your letter received the 19th inst,

The battle of Droop Mountain begun about 10 o'cloek a. », undd
lasted about one hour, ay well as | remember,

I belonged to Compuny F, 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infan-
try. My position battle ranks, General William Jackson's troops
were in front, and | do not remember sbout the skirmish line,
Ninety-lwo prisoners werg cu[nmru.-d.‘ and do not know the number
killed, .

AMly health will not permit my attendipg a meeting of the
committee,

Very truly yours,
I. G. Exax.

Nore: He was wistaken ss 10 the length of the engagement.

Cottageville, W. Va,, May 9, 1927.

My Drax Orp Pragso :
I received your letter some time sgo and was certainly glad t




sarw o mpmaon oy

. | sooner but my health w
veral weeke Now, an | am feel.

w Lines, giving you the informa

in front of Joe Beard's at
xt morning at dawn we broke
Is toward a low gap n the moun-

sike behind the Confederntes, on the

r residents of that loeality. DBefore
of the mountain we ran inte the Con-
tle now begins, it being abont ten
West Virginia was in front, followed by the 28th
Shen we struck the Confederates we faced south, The

atthe raged along the top of the mountain southward.
was wounded near the pike, 60 or 80 yards distance from it,
ihe close of the battle. The Confederate who shot me was
sounded and was resting on a log, lle shot me as I was
wav to try and disarm him. The other boys were wounded
tween the Jow gap and the place where the pike crosses the moun-
The battle eeased sometime between twelve and one o'clock.
The dead and wounded were carried away to Joe Beard’s home,

where they bad erected a temporary hospital,

| am the only 10th West Virginia soldier left in Jackson County.

Are W. F. and Silas Morrison still living?

I was glad to hear that Captain Bender was still alive, and
pieased to know that you are well and strong. T have always felt
ndebited to you for saving my life on Bolivar Heights. As regards
my family, we are all well, my children are seattered, some being
in Okl and some in West Virginia. while my eldest son lives in
Florida. 1 would like to see you onee more and talk over our old
war days. Come over to Cottageville with Eugene Slaughter
sometime.  Drive over from Sutton. My faith is clear and strong
i Christ and for a home in Heaven,

Write me soon again, Dest regards to you and family.
Your old eomrade, i
Joun A-I'.;Bl,.\co.
Nove: The 25th Ohio was formed in line of battle and was
ginia came up.

*hgaged with the enemy when the 10th West Vir
Bee Colonel Moor's official report. :

We were led by Austin Bropngs Tkeus
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(Cavalry Fhe 14th Penn
. (Yhi Ewing's Battery of 1Ist
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r+ to lay down and wait for
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ith Pennsylvania, and was wounded
1s64, from which there is four inches
1 years old, went to service when 1

whed at Moorefield, Virginia, also at M1,

Bk s ¥ = my f.l‘.;_:‘r.’.
Grorce W. ARrisoN,
Seldiers Home Hospital, July 14, 1927,
s Naw axp CoMEADE :
| = in the National Tribune that you wished to get in com-

» . with some survivor of the Battle of Droop Mountain.
! was & member of the 10th West Virginia Regiment Infantry and
n that battle. We were on the right wing of our forces
o we located the enemy in thick timber we charged and
Fasted fhems without any easualties on our part, but with heavy loss
b B ememy.  Until we came 1o an open space where the timber hul
e ot down. There we received a galling fire, and lost a number
o8 ween, Wil from one volley. We then took shelter behind logs and
Sber, and that is where Sergeant Bird Curry lost his life. We

thes lbrp.’u.rtﬁ'. to the nghl and f()'l.l'!.'ll ““-' }Ollllnit"\'
+ L/ -3y u'lll tllll'- e ' o
. ne Ld

Lk paart

e -

Yours truly,
. LS. Crorues,
Co. A, 10th West Virginia Infantry,

Gassaway, W. Va,, April 27, 1927,

My Dag ”... w:

1 'Iitn try and answer you at thix late date,
;In of your _tdler, but will now try to do
0 the morning of the Gils of Nov

5 ws | was away at the

50,
etber, as the duy of the battle,

e Ir Ilﬁ..: W

Do Motrserars Cost s isminns HWeroner A |
carly in the morning, the Union army began to move on the Santh.

ern army in the levels near hills below, that is coming down

from
Muarlinton, They moved down very early.

Vop shooting hesgan
about 8 o'clock, Jackson moved his besieged back up on the erown

of the Droop, and at about 10 o'clock, skirmishing began, very
lively, beginning on the eastern face of the Drooyp, continuing
around southward near the Locust Creek Mill and also north 1o the
Black Mountain, General Echols arrived with his foree from the
direction of Lewisburg, between 8 and 9 o’clock, and Colonel Coeh-
ran near the same time, with the 14th Virginia Cavalry. General
Echols with most of his men oceupied the southern part of the
moyntain, but Derricks Battalion was placed on the north of the
left wing of W, L. Juckson, and the 14th Cavalry was placed on the
main top of the main mountain near the turnpike in rear of the
artillery, General Jackson’s artillery was placed north of the
turnpike. His line of battle continued from the turnpike north-
ward around to IHills Creek, including the line of Derricks skir-
mishers, as stated commenced at about 1 o'clock. Fighting fiercer
and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near 4 or 4:30 in the
evening.

General Averell moved his men very near the top of Droop, the
men were surprised, but T was not. | told the Geneval but § was 100
late with the news, That is why I was there in the charge to call
Colonel Derrick to fall back. T lost my horse by it, and was eap-
tured to boot, but got away before they got off the mountain, |
belonged to Company B, 26th Virginia Cavaley, W. L. Jackson's
Brigade. 1 was a courier and then knew nearly all the southern
lines of battle.

The regiments in front of the center, cast of Droop Mountain,
that I knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the Sth and 16th
Cavalry, the 10th West Virginia and 28th Ohio. Those two regi-
ments done the heavy part of the fighting. All\lines that I come in
contact with that day had skirmish lines. As to prisoners caught
on either side, I don’t remember. But there was forty captured
when I was. 1 might be able to be present and attend a meeting
of the Committee at some time this year, I ean’t just say. )

You must be light on considering or criticising my pencil

seratehing, as my eyes are very bad.

Yours respectfully,

Miuron Burens.
Nortes The bones of the horse have been discovered.
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BLOODY ANGLE WHERE

BARTER FELL INSIDE Incidents
ENEMY'S um;g WHILE

5 NIS COMPANY, ’ - - y
E\tl*s?ﬁ}’u*sivr};«; u’p\n Your Commission has tried 1o so mark the position of the differ-
END OF LAKE,

ent units and by actual survey and measurements, that the markers
which we have planted and the maps which we have prepared,
may be a sure guide to the public, and the deseendants of the sol-

diers that fought the battle, and point to the very spot where their
fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on West Virginia
soil,

Milton Butcher, who was Juckson’s courier, carried the last
order that his chief gave. The order was to Colonel Derrick, and
read, “*Fall back to pike, west of artillery.” e delivered the
dispatch but his horse was killed and he was captured, but made his
escape.

Major Kester, who commanded the 46th Battalion, was in front
of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their adyarice and they were giving
back, whereupon Kester shouted to his men to stand fiem for wo
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes
were up the 10th West Virginia coming up as Colonel Moor says in
his report, “‘just in the nick of time,"” turned the tide of battle, and
the Major found it more convenient to run than stand,

WHERE THE FEDERAL INFANTRY

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four
STRUCK THE LEWISBURG PIKE . = e
AT LOWER END OF LAKE. companics of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company of the

Hth Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly fire from
behind a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Vieginia Infan-
try, and especially into Company I, which happened to be in an
exposed position, and many of its members were being shot down,
and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back.
Their Captain was in prison and the First Licutenant was on staff
duty, and the company had but one commanding o{ﬁuer. Licutenant
««Henry Bender. John D. Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad-
vanee of the company. At this point our Chairman saw the condi-
tion of the company and went up to Baxter and requested him to
get back and help line up the company. To this request Baxter
never replied, but rushed up and kicked two or three rails off of
the fence and they both jumped over the fenee and Baxter received
a mortal wound. W. F. Morrison, W. M. Barnett and John A,
Blagg we believe were the next to eross the fence, and while eross-
ing Blagg was badly wounded and Barnett had a leg shot off. Mor-
rison escaped unharmed. The man who shot Baruett gave his life
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W Swkod what she was looking for she said, ‘T am looking for
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Major Henry H. Withers, of the 10t West Virginia Infantry,
was a brave and fearless fighter, At the battle of Cedar Creek, he
Iu.-ns rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his cout and
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were
heing taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He foueht

with great bravery at Droop Mountain,

Dr, . M. Harris, of Harrisville, W. Va., was a physician of
note, and when the Civil War came on he reernited the 10th West
Virginia Infantry Regiment and beecame its Colonel, He served
with distinetion through the war. IHe commanded a division in
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr.
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de.
fense at Petersburg, Virginia.

Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry,
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris
in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mowntain
lie passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead-
ing his horse, A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through
the long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp.
Ie stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said: “*John,
tuke my horse back to the rear; I'm afraid he’ll get shot.”” Then

h».«i!v continued to lead the charge on foot, \

Ton. Felix Sutton sent the following list of killed and wounded
in the 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry,

Name Rank Co. Remarks
Jumes Pickens, Private ... . A Gunshot wound through left leg
Samuel Swecker, Private.......A  Gunshot wound through left leg :
George Walton, Private,........ A Gunshot wound in knee joinlhrix_hl_skl&
Benj. Moore, Private. ...........C  Gunshot wound in left Mf’ ball retained
Isnue Burkhammer, Private..C  Gunshot wound through forearm
George Osborn, Corporal.......C  Gunshot wound through right arm ”
Franklin Fisher, Private.......D  Gunshot wound right thigh, middle third
John Queen, Private............I) Gunshot wound through left shoulder
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v » Ralls .--_' Private ¥ Gunshot wound through left forearm
Prevate F Gumnahot wound through middle finger

right hand

st wound in abdomen, flesh wound
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wan Wyast Private (+ Gunshe
M. A Jeffries, Corporal G Gunshot wound in left thigh 1
Niumred Wemsa, Private H Gunshot wound in right side, perforating
bowels

Semes M Rasdle Private  H Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third,
flesh wound

KILLED

Gunshot in head

Gunshot mortally

Gunshot in head

Gunshot mortally .
Gunshot in bowels

Gunshot mortally

Gunshot mortally

Gunshot mortally

B Carry. Sergprant

G. L Shaw, Private

has. [lrrsce, Private

M. Shriever, Private

Joka D). Baxter, 0. S. .
Calemas Channel, Captain..
David Sanders, Private
Wesley Puoliens, Private..__ .

T e

Five killed and twenty.one wounded in 28th Ohio; their orderly
seryrant, Company F, killed.

Sinee attention has been called to the Droop Mountain Battle-
feid great interest has been shown all over the State, and being
Stuated as it is on one of the paved highways of the State, no
grealer attraction ean be shown than the great scenie views of the
mountains and rivers, and the rich valley, lying at its base, togethér
':th_ the battlefield, will make Droop Mountain one of the nation’s
leading attractions, and will advertise West Virginia, as nothing
#lse eould do.

Mr:’-. v:u: to eall your attention to the fact that the effort that is
it put forth for the development and beautifying the battlefield

mrt the hearty response of every old soldier, living of either
Arimy, and has the universal approval of the citizens of the State,

LOCUNT CREER FeOM ‘

BREAST WORRS =< |
@)

MECARTY FaRM
ES GROVE D
STATE QOAD * 24

MARKER ON OLD ROAD
WHERE MAJOR. BAILEY FELL
WHILE TRYING TO RALLY THE
2270 VIRGINIA INFANTRY.
STATE ROAD M 24

Ewm?)"f DATTERAY . 320 POLES
EAST OF LURTY'S BATTERY, BY
GROVYE OF TREES.

LOOKING FROM BREAST WORKS
TO HILLSBORD, SHOWING YANKEE
FLATS, AND WHITE HOUSE TO LEFT
GENERAL AVERELL'S HEADQUARTERS
ON NIGHT BEFORE THE BATTLE.

Scenes from Droop Mountain Battlefield
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Maoridy Al & el meeling,
. 1h f ywing resalution

West Virginia Historieal Sotlety eny

y Mountam attle Field Commixsion for

mprovement and beautifving one
seenie views of the State: and that fands

riatedd to earry on the work that the Commission

thanks of the Society arce hereby extended
sermor Gere for the aid he has given the Battlefield Commis-
S ts work, and

Reswlowd, further, That the memory of the brave men, of both

semies. who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain,
shonid be perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and
the battle's history, and that the State should no longer neglect this

storie battlefield in beautifyving a spot, drenched with the blood of
ber own sons, around which eluster so many sacred memories of the
e

Your Commission further reports that the land optioned is not
essaplete. nor can it be made so, withont acquiring the fifteen acres
fewrved. This your commission would recommend should be done,
&1 & reasonable price, to be agreed upon by the parties in interest.

We wish 10 eall special attention to the topography of the
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south,
Wirongh the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge is

smooth and rises fo the north and would make a fine field for
airplanes to operate, |

discovered by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is
plainly marked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of
water, but the eountless ages have encroached upon its shores, until
it i eovered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Its waters flow
out from the end of the lake, and with two small fills wonld
probability, be sufficient to impound
! eral feet, and a drivew
1 in length, and we bel
' #hout fiftern acres,

, in all
the waters, to a depth of sev-

ieve that the magnitude of the lake, covering
would support millions of mountain trout.
Your Commissi

on would recommend that the land optioned
should be purehased and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen

tle to the land on which the

work that has been done and the

Another matter of special interest is an ancient lake that was _

#y around the lake would be about one mile

Dioor Movsrais Commmsion  Rupowr -

neres reserved shoulid also be obtained and that ag approprmton of
F15,000.00 may be made far the payment of the

lands and to EAYEY
on the work of improvement

ax rapidly as possble, sml we would
further recommend that the marketable timber on the tands he wid
and that the ridge, hervinbefore referred to, should be made geres
sibl for flying machines; and also that the water of the lake shonld
be impounded; and that suitable driveways and other attraetive
features be prepared as early as possible and that ultimately o grent
park may be established and maintained that wonld be eqnal nt least
to those in other states,

Your Commission would further recommend that your Fxeel-
leney call the attention of the Governors of Pennsylvania and Ohio
to the very valuable service rendered by the 14th Pennsyivania
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Schoonmaker, and the 28th i
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states might desire
to perpetuate the memory of those brave men by a suitable monu-
ment or monuments placed on the battle lines swhere they fonght.

Your Commission here expresses the belief that by the expendi-
ture of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Baitle
field that it would become such an attractive resort and of a value
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that the
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever be
blended and clustered around the field that holds so many saered
memories,

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Jxo. D. SutTon,
N. F. Kenpavi,
R. F. Kiop,

M. M. Haggrisox,
A. L. Heusick.
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ivasons and Virginia
v Therr tinaneinl
il those west of

Tobuneeo

uve labor, whlst those

many vears upon furs and

tv 1o tradde And as it has been

taxation began 1o be amitated The

! o very lnrgely from their equal share of

argely the political affaivs of the

f the state was powerless.  Their only
e Civil War afforded them that oppor-
war came on, $32,000 of the voung men of

rinia Joined the Union forees. Though they were liv-

B oa slave state the great majority refused to answer the eall
and when the 20th of June, 1863, came, and West
Virginia s admitted #s 2 state into the union, the defenders of

determined to sustain and defend the state at
er cost of blood and treasure,  The south was as fully deter-
retamn the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend-

i state for which we all have the most profound

But o sacrifice had to be made and the battle

r uf the state

res et

was Juimed—a battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia
snd West Virginia, men who had met on many bloody battlefields

r o the great

ittle of Droop Mountain, soldiers inured to
Bhip and dangers, not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spoil,

Wt men in whose breasts was a living principle, a principle im-
planted in their youth by their fathers.

At a distanee, it wonld
ook like

common consent that the forees were 1o be assembled

for a flual test of strengtl.  General Averell, with a very formid-

slile forve. left Beverly on November Ist, 10 find the
#%e battle wherever he might e
comuanding a brigade and sev
Pabices, was joine| by

enemy and
found.  General Wi, L, Jackson,
eril other units, battalions and com-
General Echols on the morning of the Gth

‘. - " } 1 1
by & splendid brigade of fighting men,  General Averel] CNeoun-

tered e Confeiley
i'i"

abis i Foree oy Mill )2
o and drove (lm to the

otnl on the morning of

fuot of Droop Mountain, and there

.

i'r
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~ ™men engaged would have been slaughtered.

e MOUNTAIN CoMMmissioN Rerory )
camped for the night,  On the mornin

# of the 6th, General Averell
threw ont g strong skirmish line that cleared his front to the foot
of the Mountain. About 9 A, m. the 10t

h W. Va. Inft., 281 Ohio
Inft. and one company of the 14th Pa. Cav. and two pieces of
FEwing's Battery were sent around on a b

ack road 614 miles where
they formed, and struck the enemy in foree,

Here is where the
principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising move than one
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly
two thousand aeres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter-

mined soldiers, what wonld the casualty list have been if the land
had been cleared.

According to numbers, it might have been a
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great

slanghter.  Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th W.
Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces,
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 19th Va. Cav. and other
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on t-hg
left. of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell’s
regiment, 20th Va., Colonel.............. commanding, Kesler's Ba;t- '-
talion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derricl'x’s ba.t-
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units ha‘-vl}
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on

the Confederate left, they weakened their right by se.nflmg PALICAE
forcements to strenisthen their left. I give it as my opinion, kﬂo‘:“’f. .
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if theamy oot
had not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent _qﬂnﬂl!'.

" |
P

ot i S
The forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve ﬁoj

[
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TRMMORARY BOINTAL, ;l.-unnl fighting force, These units were concentrated on the (
HOW SPCE ROSTOHFICE edderate left and fou 2 g o
oW SPCE Iostor A fought the 10th and 28¢),

BAKTRR (N8 royul by seasoned troops of
Wht tarned the tide of b

. So it was & huttle
approximuately equal nimbers

e _ ' fntil.» wisk the negleet of the Confederat
general to fortify his position an ot hi J s
oflicer of superior uhilliiy. hisnad ok 'l::::“'“' .
tirned _l !u' flank l.)f the vru:m)‘ with his mfantey and ga‘::e“ l;;:
sieh a slight margin for their escape which caused mueh eonfusion
Al that saved the Confederates from being cut off was the lnk;
that protected their left flank. If Generals Jackson and Behols
had fortified the back road over which the flanking units marehed
and protedted their lines by falling timber and temporary breast
works on the mountain side, which they had abundant time to do,
JEE——— their position would have been impregnable, The mere height of
WAUOR SAREY DieD efs- A L A L4 & a mountain is of but slight advantage to those defending i, if they
% 1. 1883 3 PR < L ) are not protected by breast works, When the 101 West Virginia
Infuntry succeeded in gaining a position on the left of the Con-
federate line, the Confederate commander secing their peril and
dunger of being cut off, ordered a retreat. The roads being blocked
by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains caused mueh confusion,
The Union victory was not the result of a lack of number on the
Confederate side, nor to the gallantry of her soldiers, but a lack on
| the part of their commanders to comprehend the situation and take
advantage of their position.

took advantage of the it

%E &F% ‘ft“&lcsl:.E M Now we come to another phase of the history of Droop Mountain.

NIGHT OF SEPT. 15, 1861, e redas ] . oy I :
NEAR DROOP MOUNTAIN. We reason from analogy and from prehistorie evidence, thut Droop

Mountain has been a battlefield of some prehistoric race, or by the
carly Indian tribes of America. We read from journals of Capt.
Wm. Trent, who says that the Shawnees were the most remarkable
of all the people inhabiting the region east of the Mississippi. In
1652 they fell under the rule of the Six Nations and for half a cen-
tury they existed in various branches, The Miamis were a powerful
nation.! It is said they were the only Indians tlat ever waged a sue-
cessful war with the Six Nations. The Delaware Nation consisted of
five tribul organizations.  They were driven by the Six Nations from
the Delaware river to the Susquehanna, then to the Monongahels.
Kercheval says that the Catawba and Delaware Indians were said

‘10 bave been engaged in war when the valley of Virgi
n ~ disoverad. Several bloody battles were fougl

o the Potomae,  Other battles occurred on
Scenes from Droop Mountain Battlefield store Connty, and near Franklin, Pendleto
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sradition. & battle ocenrred between the Indians on Cow PPasture
River sear Millborough in Bath county.  We see that near and on
every sude of Droop Mountain Indian battles oceurred, and there I8
every resson to believe that possibly many battles were fought on
the 1l‘r\'n|\ It was not only a fortress, but a supply of war

material rich and inexhaustible,
1 am impressed with the thought that in the ages long gone by

that ssame of the western or southern tribes of North America had
one of their strong defensive outposts on the Droop Mountain,

There are nmmistakable evidences of it in the rich valley at the
fuot of the mountain where in the rich, level land supplies-yvere
sbundant and where their warriors could be assembled to a natu-
rally fortified position in the plains at the foot of the Droop Moun-
tain excavations, where thousands of tons of rough.flints have been
removed.

And on the top of the mountain in a field by the edge of the lake
the ground is covered with spears and arrowheads, a field where
the natives have gathered thousands of the Indian handiwork
and the chips and spalls to this day cover the ground.

This must have been a great military camping ground for the
warriors of the forest by the side of a lake where the waters flow
up cold and sparkling. 1 imagine in this ancient lake there were
eountless millions of trout from which these warriors feasted and
from the valleys and rivers. And rich hunting ground. Supplies
were abundant to feed the warriors, whose duty it was to protect
the rich hunting grounds. And this the metropolis of the assem-
bled tribes it is known that in the ages of the past different tribes,
fierce and warlike, fought with desperation and relentless fury
over the possession of favored territory. For time unknown the
tribes of the north and those of the south were at enmity,

Droop Mountain was doubtless one of the strongest strategic
position on the spurs of the Allegheny mountains. Droop Moun-
tain points with unmistakable evidence to the metropolis of some
powerfu.l and war-like nation and we doubt not that the very ground
over which the soldiers of the sixties fought with such courage and
daring was one made red with the blood of the savage, a war-like
people long sinee extinet. '

'l'he.eVidtm-e they left is erude but distinet. Let us in the name
of a h.liltm:y-loving people, living in the pride of a great age, mark
lll.u historic battlefield, dedicated to the freedom of West Virginia,
with monuments of granite embellished in art that will forever com-

memorate the imperishable memor i
v and heroism of the sons of
beloved State, < o



Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission

The Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission respectfully sub-
mits the following report: That on the 25th day of January, 1927,
House Joint Resolution No. 8, was adopted, which is as follows :

" Providing for the appointment of a commission for the battle-
ficld on Droop Mountain,”’

Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia :
WHerBAS, One of the hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred

LU B T Y TN T, nr Mucenbon n, 1anm bt I whiel Wl
Visinig ol sy ok iy e winl linnia-:lt:mfla, WO el y i,

Watkmmas, I'his 1t YRE Vs b thah by iabacy) Wiy 0l Lhie watigy
of that battle, yet there ure sUll living old soldiers and eitizens who cun
mark out the various positions of the different regiments, battalions and
Cuimnpanies that were engaged in the bzttle; and, .

WHEREAS, Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County,
and the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the
most beautiful scenie spots in West Virginia ; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of
five, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in
the community, that everything authentic may be preserved for future
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses
incurred in carrying out this resolution,

Pursuant to the Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance
therewith, your Excelleney on the 21st day of April, 1927, ap-
pointed a commission as follows :

From the House of ‘Delegatos :

John D, Sutton of Sutton, West Virginia,
N. F, Kenilall of Grafton, West Virginia,

M. M. Harrison of Confidence, West Virginis
From the Senate ;

B, i

B - B




this, one of the ﬁorcmt aml most. r]eclawe battlés wuged;oh
Virginia soil during the Civil War. The Commission then ad-
journed to meet at the call of the Chairman, b

Your Commission pursuant to the call of the Chairman on t\le 4 >
18th day of July, 1927, met at Marlinton and on the 19th visited i
the scene of the battlefield on Droop Mountain, accompanied b
quite a number of\promment and interested citizens from Marlh 33
ton and ITillsboro—many of whom were thoronghly acquamted "
with the battlefield and furnished much valuable information fo the
(‘fommission,

On July 20th, 1927, the Commission met in session at the resi-
dence of Mrs. Rebecca B, MeCarty, which is located on the farm
where the great and destructive battle was fought. All of the
members of the Commission were present. :

The Commission inspected the battlefield and made a fairly
complete survey of the same, Tt comprises more than two thousand
acres of territory.

Your Commission further reports that they stood on the summit
of Droop Mountain on a calm, quiet summer day, when the whole
surronnding country seemed at peace and there was nothing to
indicate that sixty-four years prior to that time those who wore the
blue and those elad in the gray were engaged on that hill in one
gigantie struggle for the mastery of West Virginia, then in as
mfaney.  Each army fought for what it believed to be right and |
nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody drama were
West Virginians.  DBut the North and South ended their bitter .
stroggle, the Republie was preserved, and the animosity engendérbfl ff-.
by that conflict has passed away and universal peace ;relggs 2
thronughout the Republie. RaTa
The seene spread out before us was one of indeseribable o)
aod enchantment.  Towering mountains, the smiling &
ylaiu and the famons and historie Gvrmbl'iﬂ" River
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the residence and also the graveyard of one-half acre.

This option is filed herewith and made part of this report and
the Secretary was directed to send a copy of the option to your
Excellency. The matter of making a survey and of locating and
marking the important points of interest was left to the Chairman,

Your Commission further reports that the Chairman caused to
be made & map of the said battlefield, showing the location of the
hattle Tines and position of the different units engaged therein, as
well as much other valuable information, which plat is filed here-
with and made part of this report. .

The Commission then adjourned to meet again at the call of the
Chairman. .\ call was made by him for a meeting to be held at
Weston, West Virginia, on the 28th day of December, 1927, at
- which meeting all the members were present, except Delegate

Harrison. At this meeting the scope of the report of the Commis-

sion was decided upon and the preparation of the report was dele-

gated to Senator Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary,

It was the expressed intention to make the report very complete,

andd that it should contain the photographs of your Excellency and

of the Commission, and further contain the cuts and a brief

biographic sketch of the leading officers engaged in that hotly

contested battle, as well as photographic views of the field and of

the Little Levels Valley. That it also contain a picture of the old

bospital now standing, and further a recommendation for a lake

,and flying field, and that it also contain letters and interviews

obtuined from soldiers engaged in the battle and other interesting
ieidents connected therewith,

Your Commission further reports that all of the matters set

~ Monk are Bled herewith or printed in this report and

- W SSESN 14 Y

w of about one hundred and forty-one acres, this -eéwér_'i:ngf*.' TR
of where the battle was most fiercely waged, and such option was
obtained, subjeet, however to a reservation of fifteen acres around

asked to be
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brier River as it cuts its way through the myriad hills and spurs

of the Alleghenies,
Prior to this battle there were no considerable Confederate

forces anywhere in West Virginia except in the Greenbrier Valley,
which was held by the Confederates from its head to its foot, a
distance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the purpose of dislodging
these Confederate. forees, General Averell was directed to march
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lewisburg and that it was while
on this march he met the enemy at Droop Mountain. The battle
was there fought on the 6th day of November, 1863, between the
forces commanded by General Averell, and the Confederate forces
by General John Echols and Colonel William T.. Jackson.

Your Commission further reports that this was the only battle
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia soldiers,
and fought on West Virginia soil. .

Droop Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, seven
from Millpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Iillshoro, and
it 1s also ten miles from Renie station, sixteen miles from Frankfort
and twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. Your Commission further
reports that Iills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains,
west of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain,
near the middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern edge
where it s called Locust Creek. It flows about two miles to the

Greenbrier River,
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~ Reports Mad

?Qiur' Commission sets out herein a par
battle by the leadii'ng' officers who pgﬁl;i@ipgtg@_ _

| General Averell’s Report: Rt
On the first day of November, T left Beverly with my command
consisting of the 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. A. Moor; 10th
West Virginia Infantry, Col. T. M. HMarris; 2nd Waest Virginia
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 3rd West  Virginia
Mounted Infantry, Licut, Col. F. W. Thompson ; 8th West Virginia
Mounted Infantry, Col. J. T, Oley ; -14th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Col. J. N. Schoonmaker ; Gibson’s Battalion and Batteries BB & G,
First West Virginia Light Artillery, Capt. J. V. Keeper and ¢, 1.
Ewing,

On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy’s position.
The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to the right to
ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy’s left and
rear, the attack of our mmfantry, 1,175 strong, was conducted skil-
fully by Col. Moor.

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line obliguely
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s loft. C'ol, Moor
says when he arrived in front of the enmy’s position, at 1:45 p. .
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double

quick, who arrived in the nick of time. ‘‘See first formation map.”’

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report _
Lieut. Col. Alex, Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry,

says that at about 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, ‘T was ~

ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and

ordered to take a position between the' third and eighth, At
with Juckson's force, The 2nd, 3rd and

T wt onee immedintely in front of th

| ‘:’“h'm m _ _‘_I |I1|;,,.,_I'- : -"t" 4
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~ Droor Mounran Commission |

nies of the 23rd Battalion, Later, Colonel Pattc
detach these companies of the 22nd Virginia 1
aptain John K. Thompson.  Colonel George S, Patton
Echols Brigade. The 29nq Virginia went inte action

missing,

Three companies of the 99

2nd unde
hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed
twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 p, ar,

Réport of Maj. Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion
““When the fighting became very
with six companies to the
one hundred and twenty-fi
back on the left.

“We were then foreced back to a fenc

were then reinforeed by
Infantry,

Cavalry,

severe I was ordered to march
support of Captain Marshall, who, with

ve dismounted cavalry, was being forced

e at the Bloody Angle. We
three companies of the 22nd Virginia
and one dismounted company  of the 14th Virginia

Report of Col. Thompson

Colonel Thompson, 19th Virginia (

one hundred cavalry

command consisting ¢

then, Major Blessing ¢
three hundred men, he 1

line formed by Captain Marshall.

avalry, says that -he'se'l_l’t:;"
under command of Captain Marshall, the

f the 19th and 20th Virginia Cavalry just |

¥, consisting of

Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry

o . Wt R, 5 l[ -
~ Says that about 2 p. M, we were attacked by the 2
.| ___.weﬂ( Vil.'l‘ini_a' Mounteﬁ .Il.lf&n-l’lfJ!
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eenter John D. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Cor
- West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross _
the 'bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside the en

lines. '

Letters Bearing Upon the Battle

; il " Brownsville, Fayette County,
Pennsylvania.
November 16, 1927,

] TEN}

H

DeAR Sik:

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmaker of Pittsburgh,
in the National T-rib"tq?la:q,'for the week of November 11, In reply 1
would inform you that he is dead. ITe died: October 11th, eighty-six
years of age. Ile died from the effects of an operation for appendi-
eitis. I was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E,

Grorae W. ARISON.

Chapel, W, Va., July 12, 1927.
Desar Sk AND COMRADE : i
I' do not feel that I have health or the strength to meet you at

the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as T would love to.
I hope you will be able to properly locate the field, Tf you could
find some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native citi-
zns who were acquainted might be helpful. As I rem.thet'_tM‘3‘§
“nemy were stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them,

ey soon left the patch, as T remember, during the hottest p:
Bt I wax near the head of the Company whe

— -

I - i'- m m w m ‘;[ \ " | [_1_h|
TR s I : ? - ‘.._.A._ AR

o

Rl
I

A | i 1S
e SRS o) A
R - st A A el




| GEORGE W, BROWN
LOMPANY A

CAPT.ALONZO M WILSON
COMPANY E

- FLETOMER C LANHAM
COMPANY W

CAPT. WM. GRAMM
COMPANY B
(PROMOTED TO MAJOR)

MAJoRrR

HEDGEMAN SLACK

CAPT.JACOD M, RIFE
COMPANY C

CAPT. EDGAR b.blunoou
COMPAN
(PROMOTED ro MAJOR)
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" Your Tetter just o' By Imw ng be
Chapel My recollection of the o;p Mot tain E
I think both regiments marehed up the same ro
summit, the 28th in the lead, near the top filed to t
regiments were the Ssame dlstance on the mountam, 2
and marched toward the enemy and soon found them. fo
tion was (lompanies A, F, D, and C, after which T am not su‘w; _,
Company B was the extreme left. I do not remember any tranm,
on our right. I am only guessing from my recollection, the '
ment began not later than 10 a. M. and ended by noon, or hefore,
I'do not remember that there was a skirmish line, T always thong‘ht

our company struck the most formidahle Point in the enemy’s line.

I would love to go over the field but do not now feel that T will be

able. Anything I can do will be cheerfully done. With best wishes.

HeNRY BENDER,

Nore: Captain Bender was mistaken as to the time that the
battle ended,

Progress, W. Va., April 20, 1927.

Dear Mgr. Surron : -t 7.

Your letter received the 19th inst. |

The battle of Droop Mountain begun about 10 o’clock a. M. aml
lasted about one hour, as well as I remember, _

I belonged to Com pany I, 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infan-
try. My position battle ranks, General William Jackson’s troops
were in front, and I do not remember about the slmmish line.




you. I would have answered sooner bat ’W‘ :.
poor and T have been ill for several weeks.  Now, as T am
- better, I will try and write a fow lines, giving you the inf
jon desired. i

We camped, as you wil] remember, in front of Joe Beard‘s at,
the foot of Droop Mountain. The next morning at dawn we broke
camp and started across the fields toward a low gap in the moun.
tain, in" hope of gaining the pike behind the Conl‘cderates, on the
west side of the mountain. We were led by Austin Bl e, Tkew
srown and Mose Stilley, former residents of that locality. mforé
reaching the low gap on top of the mountain we ran into the Con-
federates in the woods. The battle now begins, it being about ten
o’clock. The 10th West Virginia was in front, followed by the 28th
Ohio. When we struck the Confederates we faced south. The
battle raged along the top of the mountain southward.

I was wounded near the pike, 60 or 80 yards distance from it,
at the close of the battle. The Confederate who shot me was y
already wounded and was resting on a log. 1le shot me as I was
on my way to try and disarm. him. The other boys were wounded
between the low gap and the place where the plke crosses the moun-
fain. The battle ceased sometime between twelve and one o’clock.
The dead and wounded were carried away to Joe Beard, 8; home,
where they had erected a temporary hospital, MiE E

[ am the only 10th West Virginia soldier left in .J ackson County 3

Are W. . and Silas Morrison still living ? &

I was glad to hear that Captain Bender was stlll ahve, anﬁ_._ £

ploaued to know that you are well and strong I ha.ve al

my family, we are all well, my children are _s_;"
in Ohio and some in West Virginia, whwle-
| Plorldn. L wnuld like tom}ygm more




SOME PARTICIPANTS
IN THE BATTLE OF
DROOP MOUNTAIN

J
@/_) HENRY K. WITHEDS
MAJOR

1O TH W.VA, INFANTR | L

A W GREGG k%)
CHAPLAIN

8TH W.YA MTD. INFANTRY

JOHN D. SUTTON
CO F, 1OTH W VA. INFANTRY

JOHN D. BAXTER
ORDERLY 5GT.
CO.F,IOTH W.VA.INF
FELL LEADING
LAST CHARGE

CO. F,I0THW VA

PROMOTED 1
CAPTAIN

FOR GALLAN! I1




Brownsvill rette
DeEAR SIR AND Comn-um_: : .

[ see by the National Tribyne Wherurw;{i ‘
tion of any old ecomrade who was in the Battle e .
1 was in that battle. R

I belonged to the 14th Pennsylvania Ca.valry. The 14'!:1’1-15": i
sylvania and the 2nq Virginia, 28¢), Ohio,
Virginia Artillery, the 10th Virginia were sent around to the right
to come in the rear of the fort, The brigade was dismounted at the
foot of the mountain and we nhag orders to lay down and wait for
orders, :

I belonged to Company B, 14t} ]-‘ennsylva.nia, and was wounded
in my right arm, August 7, 1864, from which there is four inches
of the bone removed. T am 81 years old, went to serviee when [
was 16 years old. Was wounded at Moorefield, Virginia, also at M,
Jackson, Virginia, in my finger,

Grorar W, Arison.

Soldiers Home Hospital, July 14, 1927,
Dear Sik AND CoMRADE :

I see in the National Tribune that you wished to get in com-
munication with some survivor of the Battle of Droop Mountain,
I'was a member of the 10th West Virginia Regiment Infantry and _
took part in that battle, We were on the right wing of our forces
and soon as we located the enemy in thick timber we charged and
routed them without any casualties on our part, but with heavy loss
to the enemy. Until we came to an open space where the timber had
been cut down, There we received a galling fire, and lost a number
~ of men, all from one volley. We then took shelter behind 1c S ar
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0;1_%!' in the morning, the

- ¢rn army in the levels near hills below, that is
Mqu-inton. They moved down ‘very early. M
about 8 o’clock. Jackson moved his besieged back up
of the Droop, and at about 10 o’clock, skirmishine
lively, beginning on the eastern face of the Dy op,
around southu:ard near the Loenst Creek Mill and also north to the
Black Mountain. General Echols arrived with his force from the
direction of Lewisburg, between 8 and 9 o’clock, and Colonel Coch.
ran near the same time, with the 141} Virginia Cavalry. General
Echols with most of his men oceupied the southern part of the
moyntain, but Derricks Battalion was placed on the north of the

left wing of W. L, Jackson, and the 14th Cavalry was placed on the

main top of the main mountain near the turnpike in rear of the ..
artillery.  General Jackson’s artillery was placed north of the
turnpike. His line of battle continued from the turnpike north-
ward around to Hills Creek, including the line of Dervicks skir-
mishers, as stated commenced at about 1 o’clock, Fighting fiercer
and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near 4 or 4:30 in the
evening,

General Avercll moved his men very near the top of Droop, the
men were surprised, but T was not. I told the General but 1 was too
late with the news. That is why I was there in the charge to call
Colonel Derrick to fall back. 1 lost my horse by it, and was cap-
tured to boot, but got away before they got off the mountain, I
belonged to Company B, 26th Virginia Cavalry, W. L. Jackson’s
Brigade. T was a courier and then knew nearly all the southern
lines of battle,

The regiments in front of the center, east of Droop Mountain, )
that I knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the 8th and 16th
Cavalry, the 10th West Virginia and 28th Ohio. j el

’ “nts done the heavy part of the fighting. All{line
contact with that day had 'ﬂkil?nﬂﬂl&a;'__' es. A
!!ﬂ;r side, 1 don’t remember.  But




aE OVER WHICH IOTH W. VA,
 28TH OHIO CROSSED, AND

WARD LINE OF BATTLE AT
45 P.M.,

WHERE THE FEDERAL INFANTRY

STRUCK THE LEWISBURG PIKE
AT LOWER END OF LAKE,




ts, that the markers
hich we have prepared,
¢ descendants of the sol-
he very spot where their
er fought on West Virginia

greatest battle ey

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson’s courier, ¢
order that his chief gave. The order was to Colon
reari, “Fall back to pike, west of artillery,”
dispateh but his horse was kill
escape,

arried the last
el Derrick, and
e delivered the

ed and he was Captured, but made his

Major Kester, who commanded the 46th Battalion, was in front
of the 28th Ohio. He stopped their advarice

and they were giving
back, whereupon Kestor shoute

d to his men to stand fiem for two
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes

were up the 10th West Virginia coming up as Colonel Moor says in
his report, ““just in the nick of time,”” turned the tide of battle, and
the Major found it more convenient to run than stand.

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforeed by four

companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one company of the

14th Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly fire from

behind a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia Infan-

try, and especially into Company T, which Jmppe_ned to be in an

€xposed position, and many: of its members »

and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back.

Their Captain was in prison and the First Licutenant was on staft

duty, and the company had but one commanding ficer, Lieutenant ' >
««Henry Bender, John D. Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in -‘adr’ir- |

vanee of the company. At this point our Qh&iring@rggw the oy

tion of the company and went up to Baxter and reques

et back and help line up the company. To.

never replied, hut rushed up and kicked tw
the fence and they both jumped o

1301
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alter this Major Bailey of the
while trying to rally his men to make anoth
officer and soldier of courage and daring,
Two most pathetie stenes oceurred at that battle ;
battle, a squad of soldiers was detailed to
wonnded, and among the numbey thus detailed was Andrew J.
Short of Company B, 10¢) West Virginia Infantry, They were
working in the night, and Short discovered a dead soldier, and took
hold of his body to remove him to the place where they were bring-
ing the dead and wounded together. [le felt a erooked finger on
the dead soldier’s hand, and the size and feel of the man convinee
Short that it was his brother, John. ITe, therefore, called fop SOme
one to bring g light, saying that he had found his brother, and
when he had the light he discovered for a certainty that the man
was his brother, Iy relating the incident to Dr. W. P, Newlon,
many yvears after the battle, he said that he took his brother by the

hand and recognized some peculiarity by which he knew the lifeless
body of his brother.

(] 3

er stand. He was an

||

After the
gather up the dead and

This is an incident so rarve that nothing similar has ever, to our,
knowledge, heen recorded in the annals of warfare,

After the battle, a ‘oung woman was observed going among
the Confederates, looking intently into the face of each one, On
being asked what she was looking for she said, ““T am looking for "
George.”  She was the guest at the house of Colonel MeNeill, She
had recently married ang was the wife of Captain George I. Davis.

- son, of Lewis County. George haqd gone through the }
- harmg Land was far from the scene of confliet when




Whirled around, breakmg the tongue oﬂ.’ the wagon. They' then
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and he said for
several years after the war people would come to gather up seat-
'tered'lead over the fields.
\[n‘]or Henry H. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry,
t“"” a brave and fearless fichter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, he -
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his coat and
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were
heing taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. Ie foueht
with frreat bravery at Droop Mountain,

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Iarrisville, W. Va., was a physician of
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel. e served
with distinetion through the war. Ie commanded a division in
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr,
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de-
fense at Petersburg, Virginia.

Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry,
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Marris
in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel IMarris was leading
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain
he passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead-
ing his horse, A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through
the long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp.
He stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said : “*J@hﬁg“ -
take my horse back to the rear; I'm afraid he’ll get Bhpt,,”‘.. Then

w wa to lead the chm-ge on foot

Han.?ellz uutton ‘nt the followin
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team of General Echols’ ordnance “agon, ’aeeama
whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. . :
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and he said i
ae\eral years after the war people would come to gather up mt‘_!r
"tered'lead over the fields.

\Ia;t;r Henry H. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry,

|mm a brave and fearless fichter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, he -
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his coat and
having on a gray shirt got mixed np with some prisoners that were
being taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He fought
with ar eat bravery at Droop Mountain,

Dr. T M. Harris, of Harrisville, W. Va., was a physician of
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel. e served
with distinetion through the war. Ile commanded a division in
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr,
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of (leneral
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de-
fense at Petersburg, Virginia.

[Tamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry,
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel ITarris
in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain
he passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead-
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through
the long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp.
He stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said: **John,

tuke my horse back 1o the rear; I'm afraid he’ll get shot.”” Then

Wad to lead the charge on foot, \ e o |

Hon. Felix Sutton sent the following list of killed and w
htbmtthvum.vmmm, e T




_. Gunshot wound through right arr
e Stalnaker, Sergt.. nshot wound through little e, 3
rester, Private.,. . D Gunshot wound;_ﬂ:gg -h- ﬁgm finger

'r Dodd, Corporal.....E  Gunshot woundin left knee iging
. tt, Privat F G tail?ed WL e
~ Wm. M. Barnett, Private.. unshot wound through right lee nee
. knee joint - ght leg near A
John Blagg, Private........ . 1) Gunsizot wound right ankle, serious in.
] . volving joint -' |
Newlon Squires, Private. F' Gunshot Wwound top of right
E. B. Wheeler, Private...... ... F unshot wound the'oughgigftagﬁgtll?g:r v
Jacob Riffle, Private..... . F' Gunshot wound through left arm, shat-
i 2 A _ ered humurus oo w
Silas M. Morrison, Private. F Gunshot wound through both arms | |

Addison Wilson, Private..  F Gunshot wound through middle, ring and

L little fingers
George C. Gillispie, Private. I Gunshot wound through left leg

Milton Rollyson, Private...... F  Gunshot wound through left forearm
John Rollyson, Private.... F Gunsh}::t wound through middle finger
right hand :
Coleman Wyant, Private.. G Gunshot wound in abdomen, flesh wound
M. A. Jeffries, Corporal...... G Gunshot wound in left thigh
Nimrod Weiss, Private...... H Gu{;shol:l wound in right side, perforating
owels .
James M. Randle, Private.._ H  Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third,
flesh wound
KILLED
B. Curry, Sergeant.... ... A Gunshot in head _
G. L. Shaw, Private............ A Gunshot mortally |
Chas. Bryson, Private........ . D Gunshot in head
M. Shriever, Private.. E  Gunshot mortally .
John D. Baxter, 0. S....... F' Gunshot in bowels
Coleman Channel, Captain....H Gunshot mortally
David Sanders, Private. H  Gunshot mortally

Wesley Pullens, Private. .. H Gunshot mortally

Five killed and twenty-one wounded in 28th Ohio;  their orderly
ergeant, Company F, killed.

nee attentio
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Beenes from Droop



West Virginia Iistorical Society at a recent meetine
“harleston, passed the following resolution i
esolved, That we, the West Virginia Historical Society ear.
nestly commend the Droop Mountain Battle Field Commm h;
their labors and zeal, in aequiring title to the land on which the
battle was fought, and for the work that has been done and the
effort that is being made for the improvement and beautifying one
of the greatest natural scenic views of the State: and t.h;t. funds
should be appropriated to carry on the work that the (.‘dmmim;iimm
has begun. e "

““Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are hereby extended
to Governor Gore for the aid he has given the Battlefield Commis.
sion in its work, and

““Resolved, further, That the memory of the brave men, of both
armies, who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain,
should be perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and
the battle’s history, and that the State should no longer neglect this
historie battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of
her own sons, around which cluster so many sacred memories of the
dead.”’

Your Commission further reports that the land optioned is not
complete, nor can it be made so, without acquiring the fifteen acres
reserved. This your commission would recommend should be done,
at a reasonable price, to be agreed upon by the parties in interest.

We wish to call special attention to the topography of the.

mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south,
through the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge is
smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for
airplanes to operate. aiiotd -

: ‘ : : iy )
Another matter of special interest is an ancient lake that was

discovered by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is
plainly marked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of

water, but the countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until

nr it is covered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Its waters flow
~ out from the end of the lake, and with two small fills would, in all

P ufficient to impound the waters, to a depth of sen=g

ok ‘be s . | |
ad riveway around the lake would be about on
¢ believe that the magnitude of the lake, ¢
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acres reserved should also be obtained and that an appropriation of

$35,000.00 may be made for the payment of the lands and fo earry

on the work of improvement as rapidly as possible. and we \\‘mll‘d

Further recommend that the marketable timber on the lands be sold
and that the ridge, hereinbefore referred to, should be made acees.
sibl for flying machines; and also that the water of the lake shonld
be impounded; and that suitable driveways and other attractive
features be prepared as early as possible and that ultimately a great
park may be established and maintained that would be equal at least
to those in other states.

Your Commission would further recommend thaf vour Kxeel-
leney call the attention of the Governors of Pennsylvania and Ohio
to the very valuable service rendered by the 14th Pennsylvania
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Schoonmaker. and the 28th Ohio
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states might desire
to perpetuate the memory of those brave men by a suitable monu-
ment or monuments placed on the battle lines where they fought.

Your Commission here expresses the belief that by the expendi-
ture of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Battle-
field that it would become such an attractive resort and of a value
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that the

same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever be
blended and clustered around the field that holds so many sacred
memories,

All of whiceh is respeet fully submitted.

JNo. D. Surron,
N. F. KeNpALL,
R. F. Kipp,

M. M. HARRrIsoN,

A. L. HELMICK,
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The Droop Mowntain Batle

(A paper prepared by John p. Buﬂou) '.

: ."l.

After the country was freed from Indian invasions and Virgiy '-i‘ F
beca.me established, the people began to look more to their financia]
affaivs and public intervests. [t was not long until those west of
the Alleghenys became Jealous of their eastern brethren. Tobaceo
was the money crop of the east, raised by slave labor, whilst those
west of the mountains depended for many years upon furs and
ginseng as their principal commodity in trade. And as it has been
from the beginning of time taxation began to be agitated. The
great body of the cast estaped very larvgely from their equal share of
the burden, but controlled very largely the political affairs of the
state.  The western portion of the state was powerless.  Their only
relief was in separation. The Civil War afforded them that oppor-
tunity; hence when the war came on, 32,000 of the young men of
Western Virginia joined the Union forces. Though they were liv-
ing in a slave state the great majority refused to answer the call
of Virginia, and when the 20th of June, 1863, came, and West
Virginia was admitted as a state into the union, the defenders of
the new state were determined to sustain and defend the state at
whatever cost of blood and treasure. The south was as fully deter-
mined to retain the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend-
ing of the state—a state for which we all have the most profound
love and respect. But a sacrifice had to be made and the battle
was Joined—a battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia
and West Virginia, men who had met on many bloody battlefields
prior to the great Battle of Droop Mountain, soldiers inured to
hardship and dangers, not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spail,
but men in whose breasts was a living principle, a principle im-
planted in their youth by their fathers. At a distance, it wo
look like common consent that the forces were to be asse
| flal test of steength.  General Averell, with a very
wee, left Beverly on November 1st, to find )
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General Skeen
of the compsny. B
the purchasing agen
Court, as he pal
army and took rec
der date of Ju
ed an ltemized

¢ appeared lo be

eipts therefor. Un-

account unde.rpexphan‘

ed on march of “"Pocahon
:;ﬁ ;;‘::c::esﬂ' amounting to $68.68.
1t was sllowed and $25 pald on ac
count. He notes a balance of #4368
due him, and I doubt it it was ever

paid te him. %

The big Item of expense was 837.42 .
tor shoes—niceteen psirs bought op |i

at Philippl, from J. P.

The other items Include
bacon, tallow, flour, meal, horse feed,
| floves, hats, cotton cloth, calicy,
cocks, shirts, blankets and whatnot.

May 23.
Thom pson.

was the lleutenant

v of the County |
d the bills for the,

ne 25, 1861, he render |

graﬁd jury Indicted him for perjury,
I:nnri bhe appeasled to the Supreme

| Winchester. Cross Keys, Porg RepubICour:, wherle the cas: ;1:3‘:3:?:;%
lic. Seven Days, Fight around Ricy | fOF years. p‘re.,mn O
mond, Slaughtier Mountaln, Secong | 38alost the Lapl:llnwf:::asn DRI
Manasses, Brestow Station, Skarps Weot by Lhe boar e et
burg, Fredericksburg, Second Wip State nenll deu;ocra:iica:d ‘t‘ho' e
chester. Gettysbure, Mine Run. and constitution sdopte I e
the Wilderness. At the Wilderness, Of the southern sympathlzers re et
the 25th was captured; the Pucahop | ! Will look that case up some \ )

: ime. I have the
s Rescues and replacements hao Wheo I bave the t :
:J:en reduczd 10 sefemgen men; of  lmpression that Count Stofer was de-

venteen, eleven llved thr  fended by Spencer Dayton, 8 native
.t:::asi:r?slx dying in prison. 90h of New Eogland, father r;f !t;ltl?"h!ia
The last wember of Company I, to J_Pdge A‘. G. Dnyt-on.Jod : 1 INII;)
pass over that I know of wus Captajp Un!ied States District Judge. b
'.J. W. Mathews, of Anthonys Creek, KDOW that Mr Dayton succ'es&s &
who died about twelve years ago. defended the numerous C?n @ ar; :
Captaln Stofer came from the Val soldlers who were If}dlcted or murde
ley of Virginia. He was a lawyer, after the war, In this county. :
and he served as commonwealth's at | My friend, the late Hugh P. Me-

This company was engaged In the
following batties: Phillppl, McDowel:

torney for Pocahontas a nvmber of ' Laughlin, always took dellght in re-
‘terms: He had been a soldler In the | lating bis experiences as a boy on
Mexican war, and fought in & num | this "'Tin Cup Cam pain‘n‘ Some
ber of battles. My recollection is| where along the road to I hilipp! they
that Captain Stofer was not wounded | came toa farm where there was a,
in the war between the states until | mowlog machioe with fts tongue
the battle of Cross Keys when he fell | propped up, in a shed. Few of them
with five bullet boles in him. Every had ever seen s mower. and word was
one of these wounds was considered | passed down the ranks that It wlas:
mortal, but be recovered snd survly caonon. One boy took a good 'ool
ed the war some twenty years. As a |at it, and remarked on th.e leogth ©
child, I remember him as .a friendly, | the ramrod!

On May 20, st J. W. Marshall's
store he bought a pair of gloves for
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six
combs for privates for §1.00. Also 2
cravats, §1; 2 flapnel shirts, $2; and

, 2 more pair gloves 50 cents. :
' Oa May 22, at Beverly, from A & B
'Crawford, vwo hats for 83.25. From
J. Burket, also at Beyerly, pair of
shoes at 22 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents.
On the sasme date from E. B. Bucher
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for 81.25 and
32 1 2 pcunds of bacon at 14c¢, £8 35

On May 24, Elder Douglas was
paid €433 for supper, lodglng and

| preakfast for 13 persons.

On May 25, $250 is paid Jno. B |
Curin for Gilham tactles.
.. Oa May 17, Captain Stofer certifies

1. fthat an accouny, of Web, F17Slatikers

courtly gentlemau; known in i:is wide
circle of friends as the *'Count, '’
General Willlam Skeene served as
clerk of both the county and eclreunit
courts. He was succeeded just be
fore the war by the late Willlam |
_fézirr_%i He H}asf‘s resident attorney |

1 & ) actoupy, of Wt . _Slankers untersville for many years. He
cutor Oyards 61 calleo, T P2 Fards o aselected At f_the
—-bleseh-eotlon, “'8 34 yards f cotton | %r.ate of Vlrg!:?:.n _e_’ e i
. I certaloly do wish that General

e . ————— e

..91)lling and one made -shirt,—in -ah-

-._-%5 4 i 2l cor?ect?ahd-'- heedsgaryhtor _§E ek b2 i
" the us (e compinien ne the - Skeede bad written up the “Tin Cu %
gl e Campaign’’ day by gay. instead o?

Mr Skeen started off Ene to keep a
I'.“fi!.j report on the progress of the
| }:u::a:.rmtas Rescues’ bt I guess he
#OL Loo busy, for after three days, he
| 4uits In the middle of a page.

In speaking of this march, the old
‘dlers referred to fu as the “Tin

17
Cor "

Ap Campaign” A cup was all the
“leipmeent furnished them.
provided thelr own arms.

Tue esvalry referred

quitting off on the record the evening
of the third day.

You have got to band it to the
General that he was 8 considarable of
| 8 manager to march an army of fifty | :

/8lx men some ninety wiles, and back WM

on a campalgn of seyeral weeks, ata
161

cost to Pocahontas County of onl
They $69.68. ; . !

(0 waa Cap Al't;r tllxe :ar anfﬁd%rate soldlers
tsln And Prgal b ol ’ were deprived of the rights of citizen-
-_._..:Arr:-:::rtjr' '.”!'fl s Company., Oﬂ?ahlp by thelr inability to take the
DIOY Was dfabras ,";“""" this com lresy oath. Before 8 man could vote,
Juined the 11t l'i"",i': ::;', I """' the men hold oftice, practice law, etc, he must
208 Coptaln W "i #ath Squad ywear that be had not alded’ or abet

win J W :’1‘ + McNeel's od the Confederscy. This did not

y Wiraintaht _"""I**“ § COW phase Captaln Stofer a bit. At the
rotore of “‘““’."’.- tirst opportunity he presented bim .
ot ‘;e s;t.ahomn sulf at the bar ns & practicing “wrf

i the wen ._,H‘; ’“ ': disbanded ney ook the osth and resumed his
e Bads Up comp = '“'l ol ,?" addl faw work where he left off after four|
s Infantee 0 A 26th - VIt yours wervice tn the army of the Con- |
vectan o, Ao H. Mousughllo !ludlruo States of Amerlca, ‘The

fo0
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DROOP MT. STATE PARE - . -

on top of picturesque Droop Mountain, about four miles
rom the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp -
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some wonderful work on the State
Park.

It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil
War in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate army
had lies buried in a swemp within a stone's throw of the camp.
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs
and memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one
may Tind the 0ld rock breastworks which were used by the Confed-
erate and Union soldiers alike.

About three miles from the camp there is a large cave in
"ich soldiers manufactured gun powder. It is now known as
altpetre Cave." Occasionaliy old grave markers are found.

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 showing the

POSition of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much
“rrention from tourists because of the seemingly impossibility of
"fpioration, as not much can be seen from the highway. This is

“#i place for picnic's, as the CCC boys have built chimneys
“OT camp cooking, and seats and tables, etc. and have made the site
e battle one of the better known I-'"ﬂrk' 1njpést Virginia. Roads
T tralls have been built that load to views that are entrancing.

"isitors are always weloome.




BATTLE OF BARTOW - October 3, 1861

i

fhere were three battles imown as the bettles of the Greenbrier Ford, which

x place &t Travelers Répose, now known as Bertow. One wes October 3, 1361, one
+00K X 3 i :

oct. 31, 1861, the other Dec. 12, 1861l. Since the first of these battles, the one
cte ’ .

of October 3, was the biggest one, thet is the one we shell consider in tkis report.

the first year of the war sew five battles in the Upper Tract, as upper
socehontes was usuelly called et thet time. The reason being th:t the Staunton and

versburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Valley at this place and it was one of

“‘

the most importent thoroughferes in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil War. |

It was well served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route for persons

frcm the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points.
The politicel significance of Western Virginia seceeding from Virginia made

the pessege of the Allegheneys the most important spots to the military operations

on both sides. '
The Federsl army had already occuppied Tygerts Velley in ‘Randolph, and the

\
Confederstes hurried armies into the Greenbrier Valley in Pocehontas. Their foremost

wild

©#t wes et Trevelers Repose. The camp was called Camp Bartow in honor of Col Francis
Georgie Regiment who was killed in the battle of Bull Run in

. wes co mended by Gen. H. R. Jackson of Georgia, who no doubt

o 1t in honor of his friend. "

s the building of & smell town on this old battle field, the postoffice

“&% known ss Travelers Repose was changed to Bértat. .

Top of Shavers Cheat at an elevation

e Pelersl Army woas camped nt White's .
= * 8. i u"-l"'t. Ab it ::0 miloﬁ “"ht Of thm an the top Of thmin All‘ehm.y
- s ‘“\: thie Confelarcates at AL .lovnt!m Of llnbu\lt "100 rOG‘O Th. new 801d1ﬂ8 w

They lay there for months in

.4

ed 1n signut of esoh other on thase high wops.

4 during thst time had had but one skirmish. Thet was when the

and had gotten lost.

I eath Cther, &

rted to eross Cheat at night

et tles Lad 22t
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sattle of o. )

parkersburg rurnpike. The Yeagers, Ar’bc:ga“,' ?

on of the county were all secesdiopinﬁj_ _

this sectl
.+ in the whole of Greenbenk District. No where in the mountains
. . 5 't.-‘ii- 0
tates more solidly supported. : Do e .-'w Ry -(ES-“.-“.”._ "Lk A9
Gen. Reynolds at Whites Top had on Sept. 13, pnotectﬁ ‘bke *J.ert rlank ot the army

'\

et Dkweter, and he had kept Loring from pessing so ha tlaaidgd 'Iao ﬂo aomo passing
himself. He decided thet he would march &n ermy over and marround. and uubduc :
Staunton. He ordered his men to prepare four dgya rationa -oach_, and on the"morning of
Oct. 3, 1851 at one o'clock 4. M. he put his rc.arcaa in motion 'a_nd they marched down
tze mountein to Durbin. He had about 5,0{00' troops ‘and 6 batteries of big guns. His
forces were: Howes' Battery, lLoomis! Battery, Michigan Volunteer Battery, Daums?

Battery, ’i’irginia ‘U’oluntear Artillary.

—

24th, 251:11 and 32 Ohio—Regimenta 7th, ch 15th. _14th, l5'bh, and 17th Indiana

Heg. of Ir&an}ry. Robinsons Ohioi"cavalry. Grqenrield P_enpaylmia cavalry, Brackman's
. 2 e e =X ‘-. o x> S " '. 3 e I I -'.': Aa
Indians Cevelry., - ~i N , e by

]

Urposed to them were the Third Arkansas, ,l"irst Georgia, T"m: Georgia, Twenty-
“ir? Virginis, Rices Battery, Schumekers Battery, and the 31lst Virginien of which

“¥iein J. C. irbogmsts Greenbank Compeny wes made up of local peOple (Hopa i -

-

“U=piete list of thie Co. soon)

Tie F¥elerals got to Durbin sbout sun up and sew an advance guard under Col.
“%57% Johason 1n front of them in or sbove the nerrows which separetes Frank from 5
Johnson fell back and the

"
e ¢
-

“e Tuey set up & cannon or two and fired at them.

Feterels faroked up the roesd and through the fields. .J"ohnaon had his h:o_rll- shot and ~

He held the column up for an hour and it was not until

€231 .
®¢ 1t this engagement.

1Y Chinon Lad cpened on him and & flanking movement started to his right that he

TELired 10 the wein works at Cemp Bartow, SRR TR P |

el — e =



1oral ermy pleced iwo betteries in front of the cﬂnfﬁﬂ&rate breast!orkn.

The Fes

40 batteries were 6 guns in the meadow sbout helf way from the Burner house to the
The : - :

gast Fork and 2 guns Of the other side of the turnpike. The Confederate batteries were

on & low hill just b\'-.;hind Travelers Repose, where there are embankments still piainly.
to be seel. )

In addition Lieutenant Wooding placed & gun on the Turnpike ’diraetly in front
rrevelers Repcse, from wiich he fired 90‘rounda_that_daybpdint-blank at the
enemy ecross the river bottom. The big guns kept up a st;.eady firﬁg rromlaeven in the
until 2:30 in the afternoon. A rifle céannon the Conredarzitas-ox;pacted to do

greet damege was & disappointment for after the first few rounds the ball stuck and

-
-

- iwme~
Nanads

:1d not be dislodged until Sergt. Timocthy H. Stamps could get there from Monterey.

COULd

There w=s more powder burned in the big guns thet day then at any other battle in the

mounteins. It was a great dey for noise.

But ell this cannon firing was meant to’cover up infantry work. It will be

r
]

e

remeziered thet the turnpike is an east and west road and that there is & north and

S0uth roed perelleling the river. This Hunteravillé road comes to the turnpike at

.Gen. Reynolds proceeded to send infentry egeinst both ends of the gonfederate

“resstivor) It looks like one could herdly cell it a flanking movement for these

“etlechzments did not attempt to swing in wide circles. It was the plan to let the artillery

verything hot slong the turnpike, ;rhile his forces were to attack both ends of the

BB R a "
*wa0Lve position.

Inckson evide tly expected a wide flung encirclement for he had sent Johnson up the

e than m mile, and he was clear above the place that the Federals attempted

i

entrusted the defense of his left (down the river) to Colonel Rust and hig =
s " 't will be remembered thnt the Federals had a right large order in that
’ soross wide open flelds, ford the river and climb a ateep hill to

v (S » M "
’ FLiTied campe



to be & discussion &s to wh

had been & misunder-standing"

place, and it thererora pemittad ;

dirested to one place. The :I.’ed' '

coafusion.

o8 1n killed and woqndd,-
¢ Felerels 1ost one u;_u Br col

.
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X back
This wes one of 't.he 'bridges thet came through the Cznl War. .nrm:LOB marched
River.
4 forth over this bridge and it figured in battles and retreats, ‘out 28 1t happened,
cl" -

ver but once was &n attempt made to destroy it an t}lat time m-g._l.largar‘et Pooge Prica
ne .

sss sble to scatter the fire. That was durmg Aver:xll'n raid.ce s st FEEE

Years after the war, Andrew Pr:.co saw an, old Confederate solda.er, Jamea Schialer of

£x .

jreenbrier oounty oxamznmg the walls of the brldge. He said that he was looking for the
5 R -0 - S04 5 ' )
pholes he had used dunng the war. ": K,

So fer as is known thero wes but"'ono time that they had & battle near Marlins Bottom,

‘hough it wes for months a fortified camp The 1oca’1 poople on either side did not under-

-end what the con troversy was about - A1l they know waa that there were soldlers stationed
K 4 5

bridge end suddehly the bottom ;as rull of blus

-
ri

'coats, and that there W as much
‘Fing and ca"alry.charging, that the“?onfedemtea retreate

-
i 120?89 .

B. Loffett in tellirng ebout it efierwards said,

L

d ard the Yankees went away.

}

1 Well i thought I had

fleet horse, but with a1l those bullets flying arcund me, it seemed like Gizzargd
"":-"..r'.r, at mll.w e -

’ ’ ,'?.o
A WAT broke out 4n 1861 und for a time Pocahontas was the ob,jective of both armiu.
ek T militia(the 127 Hogiment) was 650 at the beginrzng of the war yat
e re . )
YEE 500 had entefed Lhe Confederate army from Pocahontas, Robert E.

wonthes here in the -umor of 1861, between Huntersville an

d Liﬂ'uoa-

‘4 Toll House at the end of the bridge nt \a

* Puilad

rlins Bottom as his

BE s otil] stan . BN ' T
N 3 aa *landing and wan o fow yeours 5g0 made into a Tea
L ¥ ¥
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i .. .. o 4 Mo fE - -
fles bk ‘ .

e - 4 t h v -] ‘he w ‘ ll’r’t .
{\bt‘u L in thi' coun y ave b en tmcad ‘by 1‘ tor' h’ I’l"otﬂ hil
g " Wi

' eorge
wuttonaville that winter the 25th Ohio wes camped and with them was Major Georg

or -
~oneral Milroy was in com:nand of the forces end conceived a plan to let Vaj
S )

1d
vave a4 chance to lead & small army into the Greenbrier Valley by way of ol Fie
mebsLer ¢

\

d-
i to Larlinu Bottom. It having been ebout two weeks since ho had foun
r.,.-k L‘r Hlk q VSI‘

| the upper road b"ockedat Top 311031"0'10?- e P S ST 2 ; ¢ 5 .

q 1 it [ ‘

zebster entered upon hio campaign with enthueiasm and ho executed orders with noa.t-
"e~ 1Y AW

digpatch. His lzttle army was made up of 400 aoldmrs from hz.s own resiment-
ness and GispaiCil.

and at L.:"wood he was joined by 38 of Brecken 8 Cavalrvmen. He had loaded up hla
u"“ ’

grply wagons and the arm) of 738 wen moved south 1nto the country of the enomy. He left S

Buitonsville December 31, 1861. On the even..ng of Jen. 2, 1862 he reached 't.ha placs where

the Crooked Fork of Elk turna to encircle the upper brench of the Gnuley R. Thero they

d the tizber ‘o=rr*cade cut mto the rerrow defile the fall before when Lee 8 army with=-

irew froz the weters of the Elk to 't.he watera of tho Greenbrier. The treea were all cut

-~
o .

for sore than &8 mile. It was 1mpoaa:ble to get h*a wagons through wlthout los:.ng too much

tize, 80 he 1eft them obere with fift;r me n t.o guard them.,’ He took tho path to ‘the 191‘1'.
on J.C. Gav's side o!‘ the blockade and he clambgd the mountaln early in the morning of Jan.

3. 1841 *~ R
r 2N ae ) i

i =
.‘. - "

heta - - &
“ NeosLer ":s' t

o the top of Elk L!oun{:ain on the Gy pl'a.ce' he_could look do'wn. the-

Sreenbrier end see the tents of the company “who had staried to winter on the
v FREER, thet part of Marlinton now oEcupied by the Union Tannmg Co. Another comp.any
"8 campe

ped o'mm the river on the west side where the old Prace Place is.

“Ltom was fortified ageinst invasion from the morth, The old road came up a .
"8 ki1l and dropped down to l..h'u bridge head, On' t.lop of this hill in_raa'a ¢ annon. A part -

can #4iil be seen. On the east of the river on the bank was a trench of
Ving the length .of what 1 now the Tannery Row of tenement houses, with

where the road topped the bank from the Marlin ford,
riied the L]

These rorti-

¢ for s distunce of about 400 yards, and made the road ex- iy

ir 1
LAk

-
SAI LT

L a

ard down Elk Mour tain, throus .
’ \rough the loyal vill N5
fge of Edray

»

" =pey marched by the ..lkwat.er fort and there he picked up 300 mon from the Socond ﬂast Vir-" °*
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s Drinnon's Ridge to the ;tbal settlement of.uarlifl bottiﬂ. Atltha mouth of Stony
ok, he 810 ned long enough to sent u squed of cavelry egrose ,he river, and they galloped
o the east bank of the river and to the Huntersville rosd firing end acting outrageous

4o sttract attention while Webatéra iﬁfantry came on down the w;st of the road. The ceval-
ey coming in behind the Coufederatea caused them to stampede. Most of them made across the
sridge o the west and fled into the wéods.c This engagement while a very noisy one reaulted
ip no loss by death or wounding on either side. A1 they lost was their wind. It herdly

sslted the advance of the ?ederala. They croaaed the brzdge and advanced on to Huntﬁr37llh

A |

iriving before them some mounted Confederates. Huntersville had seen some big armies dur-

e
ik

Lig]

the year of 1861, and when Lee left averything in charge of Loring, the confoderates

¥ebster had left Captein Johnson with 50 men to guard the wagons at the barricade on

Slis. Yow he left Ceptein Williems with 50 men to guerd Greenbrier Bridge.

Then Web

ebster arrived at the ford of Knopps Creek, near the home of Joe H. Buzzard, he
Confederate cevelry on the south side of the creek in & level field, their line

g up and over a hilly spur that jutted out into the field. Webster sent a detach-

? the mountein to turn the confederate's right while the rest of his Gommand marched

J' -.—.—-J

vheir front &,d firing became general on both sidas. But the confederﬁtesnééoing tha£

rels were encircling them fell back and formed & new line of battle on Cummings

“Teek nesr Huntersville. ‘The picket comlng in from Marlins Bottom had reported the Federal

v 1]
'-
s N Ch fa b
JTRY.

¢ ebout 5000 men.

"#iater crossed the creek st Buzzards, topped the little spur and finding that the

tderates

*¢re in battle line on Cumnings Creek sent two companies to hié-right through

%y 812 ihe Brocken Cavelry to the left toward the creek. The rest of the troops
w.sed -'"I't.r,-ﬂ,

After some firing the Confederates mounted their horses and retreated

A8 the Tt

s } y T _
S5 s | edorals entered Huntersville the Federals entered Huntersville on the
S Bacia v Genfederates left by the east side. When Webster murched into Huntersville
. e AL deserted. Not s poul . wae living there. The courthouse, jail, stores and houses
. ;.” "t er had come too clewe to them, and the county seat and largest town was
1 are P RRS pepulstion. It remained in this condition for most of the war, and the
eSS the B

*sbyterian church for

& @amp, and the houses were abused. lindoﬁs



re broken, doors left swinging. An old timer said thet Huntersville which had been
A .

sve scene of 80 much social 1ife and gayety beceme one of the dreariest sights he had ever

-

5een.

The people had abendoned the 't.own hecause they had been told by the Confederates that
if they were beaten the Federals would Bum the town. I’heu the town was capture'd Jan 3,
1862, large stores of army supplien were. found stored there. There were 350 barrels of
flour, 150,000 pounds of beef, 30,000 pounds of salt and large quantities of sugar, coffee,
rice, becon end clbthing. Not being able to move anything fire was set to the stores and
they were déstnOyed. The Confederates had fallen back to Monterey Va. The Fédergl loss
was one man shot in the arm. The Confaderates loss was one man killed and 7 wounded. The
nuzber of Confederates engaged was about 400 reguler cavalrymen, andsseveral hundred cit-
izens recruited the day baforo, and two companios of 1ni‘antry. In the meantime, at Camp

Bzldwin on the Allegheney, Gen., Edward Johnaon,waa filled with apprehension. His scouts

hed reported the forward movement of the Federals to be about 5,000 men and Johnson thought

they would circle around by Huntersville, Frost, and Crab Bottom end attack him from his

bese at uo—terey. N

But heving destroyed tha confederate suppllea at Huntersville Webster turned and

=1

rched his men back to hia wagons that night in the ur1virg rein, having fought two en-

nte end maréhed something like 28 miles on foot. That was a big days work.

.-l

It

-
-'(vr#;

nd cne-helf hours to drive the Confederates a mile,

oG =
.
v L

end he was in Huntersville
vére destroying supplies. |

It was no wonder the local people did not understand the movements for even the Con-
*8Cerete commanders did not know what was happening to them. Websters return from Hunt-

“E® what they hed not counted on. They went.on the basis that a big army was
“7a

v &nd expected At to march on to White Sulphur, Millboro,

‘¢ Federal army marching so Jounty with their yound commander had no notion of

g Tarther int

or Nonterey. ‘But

© the strongholdes of the Confederates than any Union army had

*¥p L0 that time., Welster had swopt the country clean as he went alons and had
»

Y8 his arey with much neatness and dispntch,

ak, & Ty 1
¢ AREE Lhey were back in their old hendquarters at Huttoneville
. & 1

It wes
-
TR RS Sver s set of youngeters put over. Wed
-

ater was there and back sgein




e 1 AT =

F e ':'L"-."f“-. . 43.-:-"?'.r~‘-.'41‘;‘5",‘.“-‘ -

11 his men end horses intact, hav;ng cerriad fire and sword into a hostile countrys

.ngched 106 miles in six daya.

ye threw & -scare into the Confadaruies that made their lines quiver from Huntersville

10 Winchester end from Top Alleghaney to Staunton.;ff |

scouts rode headlong in every direction carrying d18patches. They seem to have egreed -

on the strength of the Federel army as belng 5 OOO-man inatead of the 738 that 1t actually

waS.

-

-

From--1928 West Virginia Blue Book

! \ ‘ ﬁy Andrew Price
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" ‘' POCAHONTAS COUNTY . AT

—————

BATTLES OF MILL POINT AND
DROOP MCUNTAIN'

15 November 1863 there were no Confederate forces of any size anywhere in

Virginia except in the Greenbrier Valley. Th‘.t was held by the e

Test
by between four and five thousand soldiers,

from 1S

nead to its foot, some 170 miles,

crotecting Virginia from atteck from the west.

General Lelly, in command of the department of liest Virginia, gave orders %o

Senersl averill at Beverly and General Duffie at Gauley bridge to send ermies to meetl
5 A

et Lexisburg eand drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier Valley.

Averill carwe ;’Lnto Pocahontas by the IStauriton and Perkersburg Turnp__ike and turned
sout* et Trevelers Repose. At that time the Confederate troops were stationed as
fcllows: At Glade Hill in the uppér part of the county was Captain W, ‘L. YcNeel's Ce.,
4% Ecrey, Ceptain J. W. Marshall was in cherge of a detachment watching the K'arlins
Zottom end Huttonsville Turnpike; Col. W.. W. Arnett had a regiment at Marlins Bottom in
comforteble log houses getting ready to winter there; Colonel W, L. Jacksoi;' had the
zain part of h-is regiment the 19th Virginia Cavalry at Mill Point; .l?ol. ;'i'. P. '.l'hdmpsoh
32 sway with a p'ax-t of his regiment on an éxpédition to Nicholas County and had

“%%es as far ss Cold Knob in Greenbrier Co., Gen. Echols had the main part of the
“woops st Lewisburg, T
¢heel's Co,., nt Glade 111 discovered the Advance of Averill and sent a

-0 warn Arnett at Larlins oottow of the s#dvance. Averill moved swiftly, and
»

& Guurier getting through would have surprisea the \;onfec;eratos in their

it . A it ws % 3} So]ds
¢ e Lolieel Scoldiers got Loo olose and four were captured, and John

"8 kie horee shot and he pot & broken log out of it. The main camp of

Ue W2k out of'ff and t)

oe )

oy etcaped by polng up Galfords Creek and erossing

FLEY Touwntalne to the waters of Yack Creek. ! r
i



